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gay    inmate 


s       told       to 

Walter    Bruno 


Guy  Boy  at  home 


"You  don't  appreciate  the  small  things  until  you  don't 
have  them  any  more." 

That's  how  Guy  Roy  summed  up  his  feelings  after  months. 
of  battling  vindictive  bureaucrats  for  the  little  free- 
doms we  all  take  for  granted. 

Guy  was  denied  the  right  to  make  an  occasional  tele- 
phone call  to  his  lover  while  his  heterosexual  fellow- 
inmates  made  three  and  four  calls  a  month  to  their 
wives  and  girl-friends.  He  was  denied  the  right  to  a 
Temporary  Pass  ("Code  26")  even  though  the  straights 
in  his  prison  visited  their  loved  ones  now  and  then. 
In  fact,  they  even  tried  to  prevent  his  lover  from  see- 
ing him. 

Guy  Roy  is  serving  two  years  in  Leclerc  federal  peni- 
tentiary, outside  Montreal.  He's  been  in  prison  before- - 
twice  for  the  same  offence.  Guy's  rap  was  attempted 
fraud--  the  passing  of  bad  cheques--  not  a  nice  thing  to 
do  to  people  but  scarcely  a  heinous  crime. 

And  the  penal  system  which  is  supposed  to  "rehabili- 
tate" criminals  thought  it  unwise  that  Guy  be  reuni- 
ted with  a  man  with  whom  he  shared  all  the  advantages 
of  "family  stability":  a  home,  domestic  responsibili- 
ties, mutual  concern  over  each  other's  welfare. 

Of  course  that's  because  Guy  is  a  homosexual--  worse 
yet,  one  who  says  so  openly  and  who  expects  society 
to  treat  him  fairly.  So  he  told  them  from  the  begin- 
ning: I  consider  my  relationship  with  Steven  to  be  i- 
dentical  to  that  of  your  heterosexual  marriages,  and 
I  want  the  same  privileges  that  married  people  have. 

The  prison  director  responded  by  stubbornly  referring 
to  Steven  as  "your  friend".  Well,  maybe  lover   is  a 
hard  word  for  a  warden  to  come  to  grips  with. 

penol  view  of  homosexuality 

It  all  seems  to  point  to  a  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  prison  officialdom  to  respect  gay  relationships  e- 
ven  when  homosexuals  play  the  game  by  heterosexual 
rules.  One  wonders  whether  it's  worth  imitating  straight 
marriages  when  they  can't  see  beyond  the  gender  of  our 
partners . 

And  it  also  makes  you  realize  how  abysmal  is  the  ignor- 
ance of  straights  on  the  question  of  sexuality.  Here 
we  have  an  example  of  prison  authorities  transferring 
their  own  crazy  morality  onto  the  question  of  "rehabi- 
litating" an  inmate.  In  their  own  minds  homosexuality 
is  linked  to  "vice"--  this  is  especially  true  in  Que- 
bec—  and  a  person's  homosexual  life-style  is  an  obsta- 
cle to  leading  an  honest  life  [going  straight',].   Thus 
the  meeting  of  Guy's  demand  to  communicate  with  Ste- 
ven would  not  "further  his  rehabilitation". 

Guy  seems  to  have  made  many  discoveries  in  prison.  He 
has  learned  that  invoking  the  1969  Omnibus  Bill  still 
leaves  him  entirely  without  civil  rights,  because  the 
Omnibus  Bill  only  made  it  "legal"  to  have  sex  with  an 
"adult"  in  a  bedroom  with  the  door  locked  and  no  third 
person  involved.  Aside  from  this  heady  freedom,  which 
is  irrelevant  to  him  anyway,  the  homosexual  in  prison 
still  has  to  submit  to  the  capricious  and  arbitrary 
will  of  guards  and  bureaucrats.  Their  word  is  law. 

And  finally  Guy  learned  that  the  prison  mentality, 
while  prepared  to  accept  a  depersonalized  quasi-homo- 
sexual behaviour  amongst  inmates,  will  nevertheless 
refuse  to  admit  the  possibility  of  gay  love. 


incommunicado 


Guy  Roy's  story  begins  in  the  summer  of  1973  at  Hull 
Prison,  where  he  spends  seven  weeks  before  and  after 
his  trial.  Here  he  is  allowed  three  phone  calls  a 
week,  an  exchange  of  letters  and  two  special  visits 
with  Steven.  Shortly  after  sentencing  in  Hull,  he  is 
interviewed  by  an  agent  of  the  National  Parole  Board. 
He  tells  the  Parole  Board  he  is  a  homosexual. 
Guy  is  sentenced  to  two  years  at  the  Federal  Peniten- 
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free  the  living! 

On  July  25th,  a  Montreal  court  sentenced  abortion  rights 
advocate  Dr  Henry  Morgentaler  to  18  months  in  jail  and 
three  years  probation. 

Sentencing  came  after  the  Quebec  Court  of  Appeals  had 
dutifully  performed  the  political  chore  of  reversing  a 
jury  verdict  which  held  that  Dr  Morgentaler,  a  medical 
pioneer  in  the  field  of  abortions,  was  innocent  of 
wrongdoing  in  safely  terminating  pregnancies  in  his  Mon- 
treal clinic.  So  much  for  "trial  by  one's  peers",  "in- 
nocent until  proven  guilty",  and  other  naivetes  the 
State  generally  encourages  us  to  believe  in,  until  it 
decides  that  democracy  has  gone  to  our  muddled  little 
heads. 

Many  points  have  been  made  in  this  judicial  farce,  not 
the  least  of  which  is:  Well,  that  may  be  justice,  but 
this  is  the  law!  And  the  law,  in  this  instance,  is  a  de- 
vice to  prevent  women—especially  women  of  the  lower  e- 
conomic  classes—from  obtaining  safe  abortions  when 
they  need  and  want  them.  And  the  courts  are  there  to 
punish  people  like  Dr  Morgentaler  who  commit  civil  dis- 
obedience when  their  respect  for  bad  laws  is  outweighed 
by  their  sense  of  . . .  justice. 

But  more  is  involved  in  the  Morgentaler  affair  than 
the  rape  of  the  Canadian  judicial  process. 

There  is,  for  example,  the  issue  of  the  separation  of 
Church  and  State,  a  problem  we  thought  the  French  had 
sorted  out  in  the  1790's.  We  were  wrong.  Behind  the 
anti-abortion  organizations  stands  the  considerable 
wealth  of  the  Vatican:  its  clergy,  its  cadre,  its  money 
and  its  propaganda.  And  the  opinions  of  "Justice"  Min- 
ister Otto  Lang  are  nothing  if  not  Roman  Catholic, 

At  a  time  when,  according  to  a  Gallup  poll,  two  out  of 
three  Canadians  want  the  abortion  laws  scrapped,  it  is 
less  than  amusing  to  watch  the  good  Minister  Lang  fuss- 
ing with  the  metaphysical  puzzle  of  when-is-a-fetus-a- 
human-being.  This  is  theological  obscurantism  at  its 
most  evil--Christianity  championing  the  "unborn"  against 
the  born  and  the  living,  just  as  it  has  always  exploited 
the  "unknown"  against  science  and  reason,  the  "reward 
in  Heaven"  against  gratification  on  earth. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  "right  to  life"  is  being 
championed  by  the  same  agency  which  carried  out  mass 
burnings  of  sexual  heretics;  which  financed  and  organ- 
ised some  of  history's  worst  wars;  which  props  up  dic- 
tatorships in  the  Third  World  to  protect  its  financial 
portfolio. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  real  lives  are  destroyed  by 
its  policies  and  that  the  "right  to  life"  must  be  cast 
into  the  same  category  as  Hitler's  "strength  through 
joy"  and  South  Africa's  "separate  development":  cynical 
hoax. 

what  is  at  stake  for  gays 

It  is  obvious  from  the  perversion  of  justice  in  the  Mor- 
gentaler case  that  the  State  is  willing  to  go  to  any 
lengths  to  reverse  the  groundswell  of  popular  support 
for  repeal  of  the  abortion  laws. 

This  can  only  be  understood  through  examination  of  the 
function  of  these  laws,  both  practical  and  ideological. 

The  prohibition  on  abortion  is  profoundly  antifemale  and 
antisexual.  It  is  a  cornerstone  of  Judeochristian  moral 
compulsion.  It  binds  both  male  and  female  to  the  oppres- 
sive Christian  bias  against  sex  for  pleasure  as  opposed 
to  sex  for  procreation  by  imposing  the  ultimate  penal- 


ty on  sex--the  burden  of  unwanted  children.  It  is  a 
concretization  of  the  mystification  that  "biology  is  a 
woman's  destiny"  and  it  is  the  guarantor  of  the  perpetu- 
ation of  the  heterosexual  nuclear  family. 

The  abortion  laws  are,  furthermore,  a  perfect  specimen 
of  moralistic  legislation,  protecting  nobody  from  any 
harm,  but  on  the  contrary,  inflicting  misery  upon  mil- 
lions. Originating  in  religious  taboo  rather  than  natur- 
al need,  the  abortion  laws  are  to  women  what  sodomy  laws 
and  "gross  indecency"  laws  are  to  gays:   a  negation  of 
the  fundamental  right  to  free  enjoyment  of  our  bodies. 

And  since  the  abortion  laws  and  the  laws  that  oppress 
gays  are  cut  from  the  same  cloth,  it  follows  that  re- 
moval of  abortion  from  the  Criminal  Code  will  accelerate 
homosexual  liberation.  For  as  long  as  society  fails  to 
understand  that  the  sexual  drive  is  essentially  recrea- 
tive and  not  procreative,  we  will  have  failed  to  valid- 
ate our  sexual  orientation  and  free  society  from  sexual 
misery.  And  women,  too,  will  have  failed  to  validate 
their  humanity  and  escape  domestic  imprisonment. 

The  powers  that  be  have  not  failed  to  appreciate  the  im- 
plications of  all  this.  That  is  why  they  have  staged 
this  showdown,   intervening  most  indiscreetly  in  the 
courts  to  nail  Dr  Morgentaler.  His  case  has  become  a 
pivotal  point  for  the  women's  and  gay  liberation  move- 
ments; upon  it  hangs  the  momentum  for  their  progress 
or  regression  for  many  years  to  come. 

So  beginning  on  October  2nd,  when  Dr  1 orgentaler  de- 
fends himself  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  we 
will  be  in  the  dock  beside  him.  And  gays  must  work 
with  feminists  and  civil  libertarians  before  and  du- 
ring his  trial,  work  to  restore  this  courageous  phy- 
sician to  freedom  and  to  a  place  of  honour  in  our 
society. 


Kurt  Hiller   (1885-1972)   was  a   leading  member  of  the  Sci- 
entific and  Humanitarian  Committee,   a  German  gay  rights 
organization,   which  was  active  in  this  century  until  the 
rise  of  Ritlerism.    The  sentiment  expressed  in  the  quota- 
tion at  the  foot  of  this  page  might  be  taken  to  exclude 
the  possibility  of  homosexuals  allying  their  struggle 
with  other  forces  for  social  progress.    It  is  clear,   how- 
ever,  from  Hiller's  activities  as  a  pacifist  and  advo- 
cate of  women's  rights   that  his  Words  were  a  warning  to 
liomosexuals  against  reliance  on   'leaders'  and  liberal 
'friends  '  for  their  rights.   He  emphasized  that  autono- 
mous gay  organization   is  a  necessary  precondition  for 
the  achievement  of  gay   liberation.    "In   the  final  analy- 
sis",  he  said,   "justice  for  you  will  be  the  fruit  only 
of  your  own  efforts". 


"THE  LIBERATION  OF  HOMOSEXUALS  CAN  ONLV  BE  THE  WORK  OF  HOMOSEXUALS  THEMSELVES" 


KURT  HILLER,  1921 
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letters 

'separatist' 
replies 

I  thank  The  Body  Politic  for 
publishing  in  #14  Alain-Joel 
Herscovitch's  "literally  ap- 
palled" letter,  illustrating 
perfectly  the  attitude  we 
were  denouncing  at  Gay  Mon- 
treal between  English  and 
French  people. 

For  a  number  af  them  we're 
just  "a  crowd  of  separat- 
ists"; for  the  Gay  Montreal 
executive,  we  do  not  exist, 
we're  not  on  (their)  map.  We 
don't  dig  it  any  more;  we're 
doing  something  with  no  re- 
sources at  all,  around  forty 
persons  are  interested  in 
getting  involved  political- 
ly. We're  not  a  social- 
tearoom-group  and  will  never 
be  one,  even  if  we  recognize 
the  utility  of  such  groups. 
And  if  we  can't  work  with 
the  other  associations—none 
of  them  is  totally  French 
except  us--in  Montreal,  we' 
11  work  without  them,  not 
against  them  (as  we  are  ac- 
cused of  doing) ;  that  would 
be  useless, 

Gui  Lavoie-Goyette 

for 

Front  Homosexuel  Qu§becois 

and 

Coup-de-poing. 


RMG   indicts 
the  Body  Politic 


Issue  14  of  The  Body  Politic 
reflected  both  the  problems 
and  the  potentialities  of 
the  paper.  Much  of  the  news 
coverage  was  good  and  the 
articles  on  Chile  and  Portu- 
gal delved  into  a  new  area 
which  must  be  developed  fur- 
ther. News  and  analysis  of 
the  struggles  and  oppression 
of  gay  people  around  the 
world  and  their  participa- 
tion in  revolutionary  move- 
ments is  necessary  for  our 
understanding  of  the  tasks 
here. 

However,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  coin,  issue  14  of  The 
Body  Politic  continues  the 
past  orientation  of  the  pa- 
per to  have  a  generally  un- 
critical evaluation  of  the 
gay  ghetto  and  the  subcult- 
ure. The  paper  capitulates 
to  the  objectification,  male 
chauvinism,  and  exploitative 
aspects  of  the  ghetto  in- 
stead of  adopting  a  critical 
stance.  The  gay  ghetto  ex- 
ists within  the  framework  of 
capitalist    society    and 


therefore  its  political  and 
cultural  values  reflect  that 
society.  The  capitalist  as- 
pect of  the  ghetto  becomes 
clear  when  we  look  at  the 
commercial  control  of  clubs, 
bars  and  baths.  The  network 
that  makes  up  the  gay  ghetto 
acts  to  control  the  gay  pop- 
ulation and  isolate  it  from 
the  rest  of  the  population, 
particularly  the  working 
class  and  even  gay  compon- 
ents of  the  working  class. 
The  ruling  class,  since  it 
cannot  destroy  homosexuality 
as  such,  can  isolate  it  to 
prevent  it  from  playing  a 
subversive  role  in  relation 
to  the  nuclear  family  and 
bourgeois  morality  and,  be- 
cause of  this  isolation, 
build  up  and  maintain  anti- 
gay  chauvinism  to  divide  the 
oppressed  and  prevent  them 
from  seeing  who  their  real 
enemies  are.  It  is  therefore 
disheartening  to  see  The 
Body  Politic  giving  uncriti- 
cal  coverage  and  publicity 
to  this  aspect  of  gay  op- 
pression. What  is  needed  in- 
stead is  to  develop  a  stra- 
tegy which  can  break  through 
the  isolation  of  the  ghetto 
and  destroy  all  aspects  of 
sexual  oppression,  including 
those  aspects  embodied  in 
the  ghetto  itself. 

The  Body  Politic  should  not 
try  to  be  a  paper  that  en- 
compasses the  gay  community 
as  a  whole  (and  this  really 
means  the  gay  ghetto);  in 
fact,  for  the  paper  to  at- 
tempt to  be  the  voice  of  the 
gay  community  means  that  it 
would  sacrifice  the  clarity 
which  it  must  pursue.  Other- 
wise, the  danger  of  ending 
up  like  a  leftist  Advocate, 
seeking  token  reforms  from 
capital i st  politicians, 
could  be  the  result.  The  Bo- 
dy  Politic  should  be  a  paper 
dedicated  to  sexual  libera- 
tion and  broadening  gay  ac- 
tion against  oppression.  It 
should  help  its  readership 
understand  and  debate  op- 
pression in  all  its  forms 
and  stimulate  the  discussion 
on  how  gay  liberation  may  be 
achieved .  Frankly,  we  be- 
lieve that  the  paper  has 
reached  a  turning  point  and 
shows  signs  of  being  torn 
between  serving  as  a  social 
service  for  gays  or  being  a 
political  organizer  of  gays. 

For  our  part,  we  believe 
that  only  a  socialist  revol- 
ution lead  by  the  working 
class  can  achieve  the  pre- 
conditions for  gay  libera- 
tion in  providing  for  the 
withering  away  of  the  nucle- 
ar family  and  conservative 
morality.  The  tasks  before 
us  at  present  are  to  clarify 
the  nature  of  our  oppression 

continued  on  page  24 
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2nd  national  conference 
produces  broad  consensus 


A  broadly  based  consensus  on  the 
direction  and  goals  of  the  gay  nave- 
Bent  in  Canada  emerged  at  the  second 
national  conference  of  gay  organisa- 
tions which  took  place  in  Winnipeg 
from  August  SO  to  September  1. 

About  75  delegates  representing 
some  two  Joicn  organisations  in  Ca- 
nada attended  the  two  plenary  ses- 
sions oF  the  conference  and  a  spec- 
ial decision-making  workshop  on  set- 
ting a  notional  direction  for  the 
movement.  Observers  from  two  British 
groups  were  also  present. 

The  special  decision-making  work- 
shop "Setting  a  National  Direction 
for  Gay  Liberation",  hhich  was  as 
fully  attended  as  either  of  the  ple- 
nary sessions,  passed  a  number  of 
resolutions  on  important  issues  fa- 
cing the  movement  in  Canada. 

In  a  resolution  put  forth  by  wo- 
men delegates,  the  workshop  urged 
the  elimination  of  seiism  from  gay 
groups  and  suggested  some  practical 
measures  which  should  he  taken  to 
produce  progress  in  this  area,  in- 
cluding the  reading  of  feminist  li- 
terature by  gay  men. 

In  a  second  resolution  concerned 
with  disprivi leged  groups,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  existence  of  the 
French  fact  and  language  throughout 
Canada  should  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration in  national  projects.  A  broad- 
er amendment  which  would  have  added 

had  earlier  been  ruled  out  of  order 
by  tho  chair  and  the  ruling  was  up- 
held by  the  delegates  on  appeal. 

In  other  resolutions,  the  workshop 
commissioned  Saskatoon  Gay  Action  to 
investigate  the  creation  of  a  nation- 
al foundation  to  fund  the  gay  move- 
ment, and  established  the  National 
Gay  flights  Coalition  as  a  permanent 
successor  to  the  National  Gay  Elec- 
tion Coalition  which  intervened  ex- 
tensively in  the  recent  federal  el- 
ection. 

All  resolutions  from  the  special 
workshop  were  subsequentlv  approved 
by  a  plenary  session  of  the  confer- 
ence. The  resolution  on  sexism  was 
strengthened  by  the  passage  of  an  ad- 
ditional motion  recognising  that 
"men  do  not  have  a  place  in  deter- 
mining the  overall  priorities  of 


family  institute 
recognizes 
gay  couples 


Homosexual   couples  who  live  toge- 
ther for  long  periods   should -be 
viewed  as  a   family,   the  Vanier  In- 
stitute of  the  Family  has   recently 


"We  now  respect  any  form  of  human 
relations  that  is  good  and  loving," 
stated  Ms.  Motah  Zeaans,  president 
of  the  prestigious  Ottawa-based  in- 
Executive  members  of  the  institute 
said  that  unmarried  couples,  single 
parent  units,  and  co-operative  gToups 
also  should  be  viewed  as  families. 

People  have  become  servants  of 
social   institutions  geared  to  serve 
and  perpetuate  the  traditional   fami- 
ly,  and  as  s  result  human  relations 
arc  being  eroded,   they  said. 

The  institute,  formed  to  direct 
research  into  problems  of  modern  fa- 
mily life,  will  expand  its  position 
from  one  which  "implicitly  favoured 
the  status  quo  nuclear  family"  to  a 
more  radical,   group  concept, 


Most  significantly 
isily  passed  a  resolution  designa- 
ng   the   puhlic  struggle   for  civil 
major  priority  of  the 
.   A  number  of  delegates 
aw  this  as  an   important  step  to- 
ards   an  outward  oriented,   militant 


:;jv 


Besides  participating  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  conference,   most  de- 
legates took  part   in  a  gay  rights 
march  sponsored  by  Gays  for  Equality 
(Winnipeg) .  The  march  proved   to  be 
one  of  the  most  controversial  and 
divisive  events  of  the  weekend,    (sec 
story  this  page.) 

Delegate  reaction  to  the  conferenc 
was  generally  favourable.  Many  ex 
pressed  satisfaction   that  the  con- 
ference had  dealt 


,ith    I 


t  yeai 


national  conference  at  Quebec 

much  time  was  consumed  in  procedural 

haggling. 

Maurice  Flood,  Chairperson  of  Van- 
couver Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality, 
commented  that  the  conference  and 
the  discussions  which  it  engendered 
"have  raised  the  gay  movement  in  Ca- 
nada to  a  new  level  of  political  con- 


Saskatoon  mother 
loses  children 


A  lesbian  mother  who  had  argued 

her  fitness  as  a  parent  was  ordered 
to  surrender  her  children  to  her  for- 
mer husband  by  a  Saskatoon  court  on 
August  9. 

Following  her  divorce,  the  mother 

had  been  awarded  custody  of  her  two 

children.  But  the  former  husband  went 

to  court,  seeling  to  regain  custody 

tho  grounds  that, 


the 


;  the 


children. 

The  man  had  previously  seized  cus- 
tody of  the  older  of  the  children 
illegally  but,  foreshadowing  its  fi- 
nal decision,  the  court  hearing  the 
case  allowed  him  to  keep  the  child 
until  a  settlement  could  be  deter- 

Hoping  for  a  precedent-setting  de- 
cision which  would  rule  the  matter 
of  sexuality  irrelevant  in  deciding 
parental  fitness,  gay  people  and  or- 
ganisations across  Canada  poured  mo- 
ney into  a  defense  fund  set  up  by 
Saskatoon  Gay  Action. 

Although  the  precedent  expected  was 
not  forthcoming,  the  decision  which 
was  handed  down  does  not  establish  an 
unfavourable  precedent,  since  the 
presiding  magistrate  gave  no  reason 
for  his  decision  in  his  written 

The  court  ordered  the  mother  to 

of  the  day  following  the 
of  the  ruling. 


flee  the  city  with  her  lover  and 
child,  but  she  ultimately  decided 
to  return  and  surrender  her  3-year- 

On  her  return,  she  discovered  that 
her  former  husband  had  entered  her 
home  illegally  and  taken  away  furni- 
ture and  other  possessions. 

She  subsequently  went  back  to  court 
and  obtained  visiting  rights,  but  on 
condition  that  she  post  a  one-year 

The  wonan  and  her  lover  are  now 
considering  an  appeal  of  the  lower 
court  decision  on  the  grounds  that 
the  court  g^fe  no  reason  for  its 
decision  in  its  ten-page  Opinion, 
and  that  the  former  husband  is  an 
unfit  parent,  inasmuch  as  he  has  en- 
gaged  in  thoft . 


up  bafore  Winnipeg  m 


Winnipeg  rights  march 
first  in  prairie  provinces 


About  eighty  people  marched  through 
downtown  Winnipeg  to  the  Manitoba 
legislative  buildings  on  August  30 
in  the  first  gay  rights  march  ever 
to  take  place  on  the  prairies. 

Participating  in  the  march  were 
members  of  "Gays  for  Equality  [GFE) , 
the  Winnipeg  civil  rights  group 
which  was  hosting  the  Second  Nation- 
al Gay  Conference  and  organized  the 
march,  and  delegates  to  tho  confer- 
ence from  various  parts  of  Canada. 

Thousands  of  Winnipeggers   saw  the 
march,   many  of  whom  had  apparently 
lined  the  streets  in  advance,  hav- 
ing been  alerted  by  posters  which 
GFE  had  put  up. 

At  the  legislature,  a  small  crowd 
of  curious  onlookers  heard  addresses 
by  Chris  Vogel  CGFE) ,  Maurice  Flood 
(Vancouver  GATE) ,  Ron  Dayman  (Toron- 
to GATE),  and  Patrick  Celier  (Mon- 
treal) . 

A  heckler  attempted  to  interrupt 
some  of  the  speakers,  but  was  drown- 
ed out  by  the  marchers,  who  began 
chanting  "Gay  rights  now!".   Another 
person  in  the  crowd    threw      eggs  at 


the  demonstrators ,  but  no  one  was 
hit  by  the  missiles. 

The  march  received  considerable 
coverage  from  the  Winnipeg  print  ar 
broadcast  media. 

The  march  became  a  subject  of  co: 
troversy  before  it  even  took  place 
when,  minutes  before  an  adjournment 
scheduled  to  allow  delegates  to  th< 

Edmonton  GATE  delegates  proposed  a 
discussion  of  the  event. 

Since  discussion  of  the  march 
would  have  preempted  the  march   it- 
self,  the  Edmonton  motion  was  rejei 
ted  by  the  conference  and  adjourn- 
ment approved. 

No  delegates  for  Edmonton  GATE  oi 
Saskatoon  Gay  Action  attended  the 
march,   which  took  place  one  hour  li 


tion  among  other  delegates,  but  i 
special  session  of  the  conference 
called  to  talk  the  matter  over  ft 
ed  to  produce  any  resolution. 


liberationist  defies 
immigration  act 


Immigration  officials  dramatically 
exposed  the  contradictions  in  the 
legal  status  of  homosexuality  in  Ca- 
nada on  August  26,  by  deporting  Ame- 
rican gay  activist  John  Kyper  be- 
cause he  admitted  to  them  that  he  is 
gay. 

Kyper,   who  was  carrying  copies  of 
Fag  Rag  and  Gay  Community  News ,   two 
Boston  papers,   was  turned  back  at  a 
Niagara  Falls  border  crossing  point 
after  being  served  with  a  permanent 
deportation  order. 
■  The  order  stated  that  Kyper  was 
permanently  banned  from  entering  Ca- 
nada because  homosexuals  are  among 
the  list  of  "prohibited  persons"  in 
the  Immigration  Act. 

Kyper  immediately  brought  the  in- 
cident to  the  attention  of  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality " (GATE)  in 
Toronto  which  responded  by  mounting 
a  media  and  lobbying  campaign  pro- 
testing the  deportation. 

In  a  statement   issued  shortly  af- 
ter the  event,   GATE  demanded  that 
"the  government  cease  this  senseless 
and  cruel  discrimination  by  changing 
the  Act.   We  demand  a  public   state- 
ment  frco  Robert   Andras,  Minister  of 
Manpower  and   Immigration,   assuring 
us  that   the  government  does  Intend 


to  make  the  changes  we  demand". 

GATE  then  organized  and  sponsored 
the  illegal  entry  of  Kyper  into  Ca- 
nada as  a  public  act  of  disobedience 
to  protest  against  the  actions  of 
the   Immigration  Ministry. 

Kyper  said  upon  arriving  in  Toron- 
to: "1  am  here  to  dramatize  the  in- 
justice and  absurdity  of  these  sec- 
tions of  the  Act  which  discriminate 
against  homosexuals". 

The  incident  received  extensive 
media  coverage  with  two  articles 
each  appearing  in  the  Globe  (^  Mai  1 
and  the  Toronto  Star,   and  a  news 
dispatch  by  the  Canadian  Press  wire 

Kyper  and  members  of  GATE  also 
appeared  on  CBC's  nationally  broad- 
cast radio  programme  "As   It  Happens" 
and  on  CITY-TV  in  Toronto. 
A  national  campaign  was   launched 
when  members  of  gay  organizations   in 
Edmonton,   Saskatoon,   and  Ottawa  also 
issued  press  releases  and  organized 
letter  writing  campaigns  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Immigration. 

Gays  Ottawa  sent  a  letter  to  Mr 
Andras  requesting  a  meeting  with  him 
to  discuss    the  matter,   but   he  has 
not   issued  a  reply. 
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sociologists  form 
gay  caucus 


I  of  I 


I  fir 


write."  In  the  United  States  to  break 

the  silence  on  homosexuality  with  a 
jyopjthetic  account  of  gay  people 

sion  of  the  recent  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Sociological  Association 
hold  In  Montreal  August  2S-29. 

Sagarin,  the  author  of  the  pioneer- 
BM8iMllll  in  America  Cun- 
dfr  the  pscud^n.™  of  Donald  Hcbster 
Cory),  participated  in  a  discussion 

il  Perspectives 
on  llomoseiua  1 1  ty". 

In  recent  years,  with  the  acqui- 
sition of  a  PhD  in  the  sociology 
of  'deviance',  Sagarin  has  become 
increasingly  anlipathetic  to  the  gay 
movement ■ 

Increasingly  disillusioned  with 
gay  life  and  now  (straight)  married, 
Sagarin  has  been  the  foremost  apolo- 
gist for  the  'cure'  view  within  so- 
ciology. 

Sagarin's  personal  attacks  upon 
gay  resoarchers  ;it  the  convention 
and  his  appeals  for  homosexuals  to 
go  straight  were  greeted  with  dis- 
belief and  laughter  from  attending 
delegates. 

The  gay  liberation  view  was  ably 
presonted  afterward  by  four  discus- 
sants, one  of  whoa  was  Laud  Hum- 
phreys, author  of  Out  of  the  Closets: 


■  llbTra 


Humphrey's  openly  declE 
dressed  Sagari 


;  innuendo, 


27  and  i 


i  as  "Professor  Cory". 
was  formed  on  August 
iers  pledged:  to  docu- 
ment job  discrimination  against  gay 
sociologists  (the  ASA  resolved  in 
1969  to  forbid  discrimination  against 
homosexuals) ;  to  attack  distorted 
portrayals  of  gay  people  in  socio- 
1  literature;  to  improve  com- 
:ion  among  themselves;  and  to 
develop  gay  studies  within  the  dis- 
:ipline. 

Further  information  about  the  Cau- 
:us  can  be  obtained  from  Sociolo- 
tists'  Gay  Caucus,  P.O.  Box  11642, 
Ulwaukee.  Kiskonsin  53211,  USA. 


Sask.  human  rights 

commission  refuses 

to  take  action 

skatehewan  Attorney-Ceneral   Boy 
s  upheld  a  decision  by 
the  Saskatchewan  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission that  the  Western  Producer's 
refusal  to  print   an  advertisement 
for  the  Zodiac  Friendship  Society, 
a  Saskatoon  gay  organisation,  was 
not   in  violation  of  the  Saskatch- 
ewan Human  Rights  Code. 

ZFS  had  appealed  a  recent  dec- 
ision of  the  SKRC  that   stated 
they  could  taJTe  no  legal  action 
against  the  paper  under  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Code  dealing  with 
freedom  of  the  press  because  the 
paper  had  persued  no  course  of 
action  designed  to  prevent   the 
group  from  expressing  its  views. 

Therefore,   in  their  opinion, 
the  mere  refusal  of  an  advertis- 
ement did  not  constitute  a  breach 
of  the  freedom  of  the  press 

Under  the  regulations  governing 
the  SKRC,   any  decision  by  the  Com- 
mission nay  be  appealed  to  the 
Attorney-General,  who  has  the  au- 
thority to  overturn   it. 

Doug  Hellqutst,   a  spokesperson 
for  ZFS,    indicates  that  the  only 

dm  left  open  to  them  is 
to  apply  for  a  court  injunction 
ordering  the  Commission  to  act 
against  the  paper. 

ZfS   is  presently  researching 
the   legal  aspects  of  such  an 


spirited  march  launches 
gay  pride  week 


Over  one  hundred  gay  men  and  women 
marched  through  downtown  Toronto  on 
August  17th  chanting  and  carrying 
signs  demanding  rights  for  homosex- 

The  march,  co-ordinated  by  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE) 
launched  Toronto's  Gay  Pride  Keek 
celebrations  and  was  organised  to 
focus  attention  upon  efforts  by  gay 
organisations  for  inclusion  of  the 

Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

Beginning  at  Allan  Gardens  and 
proceeding  through  the  downtown 
area,  the  inarch  gathered  momentum 
as  it  approached  the  legislature 
with  people  from  the  sidewalks  jo- 
ining in  along  the  way. 

At  Queen's  Park,  the  marchers 
stopped  briefly  to  hear  speeches  by 
representatives  of  gay  organisations 


continued  throughout  the  week  of  Aug 
ust  17th  to  20th  with  CHAT  holding 
various  dances,  exhibitions,  a  picni1 
and  a  showing  of  the  film,  "The  Musi' 

In  addition  to  these  events,  a  Gay 
Women's  Picnic  was  held  on  the  Toronto  deportat 
Islands  on  August  18th.  ledge. 


immigration  act 
cont'd 

The  Incident  was  a  timely  one  for 
the  gay  movement  in  that  the  Immigra- 
tion Act   is   presently  under  review. 
■  ith   a  report  on  proposed  changes  to 
be  released  In  December. 

At  present,   section  S  of  the  Act 
states  that  homosexuals,   along  with 
pimps,    prostitutes,    and  drug  addicts 
ore  '/undesirable"  and  therefore  are 
forbidden  to  enter  Canada. 

A  1966  White  Paper  on    Immigration 
recommended  the  removal  of  all  re- 

sexualism"   from  the  Act,  but  as  yet 
this  has  not  bean  introduced  as 
legislation. 

"For  five  years  the  Canadian  ga> 
liberation  movement  has  demanded  the 
dropping  of  all  references   to  homo- 
sexuality...  The  government  has 
tried  to  put  us  off  by  saying  the 
law  is  not  enforced,"  said  Terrence 
Phillips,   spokesperson  for  GATE. 

Immigration  officials  have  repeat- 
edly stated  in  the  past   that  the 
section  recently  used  against   Kyper 

enforced,   and  in  the  wako  of  the  re- 
cent incident  Ministry  officials 
publicly  stated  that  they  know  of  no 
previous  cases   in  which  homosexuals 
have  been  deported. 

GATE,   however,   claims  that   section 
S   is   regularly  enforced  and  that 
this  was  only  the   first  time  that   a 
had  become  public   know- 


low  enrolment  threatens 
gay  studies  course 


The  main  speech  t 


en  by  Halter 

including  George  Hislop  of  the  Com- 
munity Homphile  Association  of  Tor- 
onto (CHAT),  Bob  Wolfe  of  the  Metro- 
politan Community  Church,  and  Ilona 
Laney  of  the  Lesbian  Collective. 

As  the  speeches  were  finishing, 
2000  Greek  demonstrators  descended 
unexpectedly  upon  the  legislature 
and  tried  to  intimidate  the  gays 
into  leaving  before  they  had  finis- 
hed, by  jeering  and  shaking  their 
fists. 

The  gay  marchers,   when  they  had 
concluded  their  activities  marched 
out  in  a  calm  and  orderly  manner 
shouting  "Free  Greek  gaysl"  as  mem- 
bers of  the  other  demonstration 
tried  to  break  ranks  and  attack  then. 

From  there  the  march  proceeded 
once  again  through  the  city  centre 
and  back   to  Allan  Gardens  where  it 
dispersed. 

GATE  spokespersons  stated   that  al- 
though attendance  was  down  from  la 


A  U  of  T  School'of  Continuing  Edu- 
cation course   in  gay  studies,   the 
first  to  be  offered  by  b  Canadian 
university,   is   facing  cancellation 
because  of  low  enrolment. 

Michael  Lynch,   assistant  profes- 
sor of  English  at  St.   Michael's  Col- 
lege who  is   instructor  for  the  course 
New  Perspectives  on  the  Gay  Experi- 
ence,  blames  the  media  generally  and 
the  Toronto  Star  in  particular  fnr 
the  enrolment  problem. 

According  to  Lynch,  a  Star  reporter 
wrote  and  filed  a  feature  story  on 
the  course,  but  her  editor  decided 
not  to  print  it.  Despite  press  relea- 
ses sent  out  by  the  University  News 
Service,  the  pioneering  course  has 
received  no  coverage  in  the  media. 

Off-caapus  publicity  is  important 
for  the  School  of  Continuing  Educa- 
tion because  its  courses  are  offered 
to  the  general  public.  So  for,  only 
five  people  have  registered  for  the 


printer,  Newsweb  Enterprise  Ltd.,  to 
discontinue  service.  The  Star  owns  a 
controlling  interest  in  the  printing 
company.   The  newspaper  is  now  printed 


The  council  has  no  mechanism  for  en- 
forcing  its  decisions. 

Lynch  plans  to  lodge  a  complaint 
with  the  Press  Council  in  connection 
with  his  course.  He  hopes  a  change 
in  the  Star's  attitude  before  the 
winter  session,  when  a  second  gay 
studies  course,  Gay  Themes  in  North 
American  Literature,   will  be  offerod. 

Asked  whether  the  university  would 
join  Lynch  in  his  complaint,   the 
School  of  Continuing  Education 
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generally  better  because  of  the  ent- 
husiasm and  highly  political  outlook 
of  the  marchers. 

The   increased  number  of  women  was 
also  cited  as   a  significant  factor  in 
the  success  of  the  march. 

The  GATE  representative  added  that 
attendance  would  have  been  much  grea- 
ter had  the  march  not  coincided  with 
the  recent  transit  strike,  which  pre- 
vented many  gays  from  attending. 

The  march  was  covered  by  the  stra- 
ight press  in  Toronto  with  small  news 
articles  appearing  in  the  Sun  and  the 
Globe  and  Hail. 

This  marts   the   first   tine  that   the 
major  papers  of  the  city  have  covered 
a  Gay  Pride  March  in  the  four  years 
they  have  been  hi;  Id, 

A  dance.    Iponsored   hy  GATE,    follow- 
ed that   evei  nity  Church; 
over  250   gay  wooer    *"'1   0*0 

Gay  Pride  Reek  activities   in  Toronto 


pages  of  informa- 
tion on  this   course  was  unmotivated," 
says   Lynch. 

Geoff  Stevenson  who,   as  the  Star 
Saturday. editor,  made  the  decision 
not  to  print   the  story  on  the  course, 
says  the  story  was  omitted  for  rea- 
sons of  space  only.   He  denied  dis- 
crimination against   the  gay  community 
was  part  of  the  Star's  editorial  po- 
licy. 

The  Stor,  which  enjoys  a  near  mono- 
poly in  the  Toronto  area,  has  in  the 
past  been  found  guilty  of  discrimina- 
tion against  gay  people  in  its  adver- 
tising policies  by  the  Ontario  Press 

The  council  is  a  regulatory  agency 
created  by  a  number  of  Ontario  news- 
papers, the  Toronto  Star  among  them,. 
to  provide  a  means  of  redress  against 
unfair  practices  and*  abuse  of  freedom 
of  the  press  by  member  newspapers. 

Gay  community  organisations  have 
charged  that  the  Star  maintains  a 
virtual  press  blackout  on  the  homo- 
sexual minority  and  its  struggle  for 
,  civil   rights. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Star  attempted 
to  suppress  The  Body  Politic,  a  gay 
liberation  newspaper,  by  forcing  its 


Portuguese  regime 

clamps  down 
on  gay  liberation 
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hip. 


ir,  has 
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1  "abuse  of  t 

le  "grotesque  behavioi 

i"  such  as  gays. 

In  the  freer  atmosphere  which  rt 

suited  fro*  the  fall  of  the  Caetar 

regime  a  Portuguese  gay  liberatior 

emerged  in  recent 


A  spokesman  for  the  ruling  junt 
appeared  recently  on  national  tel 

have  published  statements  by  revc 
lutionary  gays  and  prostitutes. 

He  agreed  with  another  critic  * 
described  such  writings  as  lendin 
"an  image  of  carnival  democracy" 
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OHIP  compromise  robs  gay  couple  of  'family  rates' 


A  gay  couple  living  in  Toronto  re- 
cently embarked  upon  vhat  could  have 
been  a  precedent-Jetting  campaign 
against  the  Ontario  Health   Insurance 
Plan   (OHIP),  only  to  back  down  at 
the    last   moment. 

Tony  Molina  and  Bill  Ert.  Bom- 
bers of  Toronto's  Metropolitan  Com- 
■unity  Church,  launched  what  looked 
to  be  a  very  exciting  battle  against 
OHIP  by  filing  a  request  to  be  re- 
cognised as  a  family  unit  in  order 
to  Bin  coverage  under  OHIP's  faaily 
plan. 

The  sen  complained  that  OHIP  had 
unfairly  refused  to  pay  a  hospital 
bill  for  $771. SO  incurred  when  Ert 
Kent   into  hospital   for  t 


According   to  Molin 


and  suggested  that 
couple  change  gendi 
question  paying  for  thi 
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een  nen   and  women 
at  should  one  of  the 
OHIP  would  not 


r  health 


It  was  further  suggested  that  Mo- 
lina transfer  his  coverage   fro»  fam- 
ily to  single  plan  coverage  with 
OHIP  refunding  the  extra  money  and 
granting  Ert  single  coverage. 

These  proposals,  however,   overlook- 
ed the  fact  that  Ert  and  Molina  had 
been  legally  aarrled  in  the  Metro- 
politan CpBBunity  Church  in  Houston 
on  October  S,   1972  and  exposed  the 
agency's  hypocrisy  in  recognising 
common   law   (straight)   relationships 
but  refusing  to  accept   gay  relation- 
ships of  any  kind.     Moreover,  OHIP 
had  apparently  not  raised  any  objec- 
tions to  Molina's  paying  of  the  fam- 
ily premium  rates  until  called  upon 
to  cover  the  couple's  medical  costs. 

Moliniand  Ert  initially  refused  to 
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politicians  overexposed; 
morals  squad  mobilizes 


The  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police 
visited  the  new  Body  Politic  office 
in  mid-August.  It  was  not  a  social 
call. 

In  their  capacity  as  the  ouscle- 
ocn  for  the  federal  obscenity  laws, 
they  ordered  that  a  window  display 

The  objectionable  item  was  a  page 
from  the  last  issue  that  depicted 
national  party  leaders,  Trudeau, 
Stanfield  and  Lewis  --  naked  and 
sporting  rather  unusually  large 
erections  --  responding  to  a  ques- 
tion  about  gay  right i  which  had 


jeen  asked  of  them  by  gay  activists 

national  election  campaign. 
Claiming  that  the  display  had  re- 


ing  i 
offic 


iiJcnt 


;  threatened  to  press  ob- 
scenity charges  against  the  paper. 

move  the  illustration,  a  banner 
was  placed  over  the  offending  parts 
"CENSORED  BY  METROPOLITAN  TORONTO 
POLICE".  The  window  continues  to 
attract  much  attention. 


accept  l 

of  our  homosexual  marriage' 

They  proceeded  to  voice  their  dis- 
satisfaction by  reporting  the  issue 
to  the  Toronto  aedia,   resulting  in 
coverage  of  the  Batter  in  the  Toronto 
Star  and  on  a  radio  phone-in  program. 

Unfortunately,  the  couple  did  not 
pursue  the  matter  further,   apparently 
feeling  that  their  point  had  been 
made.   They  agreed  to  accept  OHIP's 

Keith  Barrett,  Director  of  Enrol- 
ment Services,   for  OHIP,   informed 
The  Body  Politic  that  Molina  and  Ert 

crage  and  that  Ert's  medical  expen- 
ses were  paid  for  under  this  system 
rather  than  under  the  family  plan  as 
originally  requested. 


pedophile  indefinitely  jailed 
suffers  aversion  therapy 


The  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  has 
dismissed  an  appeal  by  a  42-year-old 
pedophile  who  was  sentenced  in  1971 
to  an  indefinite  term  in  penilcntary 
after  he  was  judged  a  dangerous  sex- 
ual offender. 

But  while  rejecting  a  plea  to  over- 
turn the  1971  decision  against  Karl 
John  Roestad,  the  three-man  court  - 
expressed  concern  yesterday  that  the 
man  may  not  be  receiving  sufficient 
treatment  in  penitentiary. 

The  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  has 
dismissed  an  appeal  by  a  42-ycar-Old 
pedophile  who  was  sentenced  in  1971 

tlary  after  he  was  judged  a  danger- 
ous sexual  offender. 

Noting  that  psychiatrists  at  Woes- 
tad's  trial  and  at  a  later  hearing 
suggested  he  be  sent  to  the  Ontario 
Mental  Health  Centre  at  Penelangui- 
shene,  Mr.  Justice  Arthur  Jessup  as- 
ked Crown  counsel  A.  G.  Campbell, 
"What  can  we  do  to  get  hin  there?" 

Roestad  is  being  treated  at  the 
psychiatric  unit  of  Kingston  Peni- 
tentiary. At  his  trial,  he  pleaded 
guilty  to  indecently  assaulting  15 
boys,  and  later  admitted  guilt  to 
five  similar  offences. 

In  total,  his  lawyer,  Richard 
Broughton,  told  the  court,  the  man 
had  had  sexual  relations  with  about 
250  boys  between  the  ages  of  8  and 
14. 

Roestad,  he  said,  never  used  vio- 
lence on  any  of  the  boys,  but  saw 
himself  as  a  "substitute  father  fi- 

The  man's  trial  attracted  conside- 
rable publicity  because  it  was  the 
first  time  in  10  years  that  Ontario 
had  sought  to  label  a  convicted  per- 
son as  a  dangerous  sexual  offender 
liable  to  life  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Broughton  attempted  to  have 
the  1971  decision  quashed  on  a  vari- 
ety of  legal  grounds,  but,  after  a 
short  recess,  the  three  judges  asked 
the  Crown  counsel  about  treatment 
for  Roestad  and  did  not  ask  him  to 
rebut  any  of  Mr.  Broughton's  submis- 


Roestad  is  currently  in  (he  secon< 
series  of  a  16-week  program  at  Kii 
ston  Penitentiary  involving  behavior 
and  group  therapy. 

The  behavior  therapy  includes  or- 
gasmic reconditioning  and  aversion 
conditioning,  he  said. 

Mr.  Campbell  pointed  out,  however 
that  the  current  treatment  is  not 
long-term.  At  the  end  of  the  series 
Roestad  will  be  returned  to  his  sea 
isloated  situation  among  the  prisor 
population  at  Collins  Bay  Peniten- 

tlajy. 


Socarides  slammed, 
skips  second  session 


Dr  Charles  Socarides,  notorious 
-gay  author  and  psychiatrist, 
ross- examined  by  angry  gays  a 
:ent   taping  of  the  television 

"Under  Attack". 


rill 


Li  red  a 


Ch< 


CBC  network  some  time   ir 
(The  exact  date  was  not  k 

time  of  the  taping.) 
Socarides,   who  has  said  "Thei 
h  thing  as  a  healthy  home 


unl",  frequently  appeared  flustered 
and  uncomfortable  during  the  show, 
which  featured  audience  participa- 
tion by  gay  activists  from  Hamilton 
Cuclph  and  Toronto. 

Producers,   panelists  and  many  in 
the  audience  decided  to  tape  a  sec- 
ond hour,    to  be  shown   at    a    later 
date  —  but  the  doctor  vetoed  the 
plan.   It   is  reported  that  he  was  nil 
nous   to   leave   the  studio. 
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'public  opinion'  invoked 
to  stall  GATE  demands 


Be  High. 


gay  alternative 

mo  5"  i  me  of   libs  ration  &  celebrolion 


Enrt'iMi 


PLEASE  HAKE  CROSSED  CMOUESI 

ci<  »iw  iuiHiimwis 


This  proposal,  which  would  provide 
protection  for  homosexuals   from  dis- 
crimi nation   in   employment  and  hous- 
ing,   is  the  nain  platform  of  the   new- 
ly formed  Coalition  for  Gsy  Rights 
in  Ontario   (CGRO) . 

The  GATE  representatives  presented 
Mr.   MacBeth  with  a  copy  of  a  brief 

1973.   copies  of  letters  of  support 
from  MPP's,   and  copies  of  correspon- 
dence between  GATE  and  Ontario  Hunan 
Rights  Comission. 

According  to  the  GATE  reprcsonlae- 


,   the 
estcd  in  i 

regarding 

OHRC  had  no  legal    j> 


rery  1 
letter  from  the  Coomis 

idiction  ir 


self  to  anything  and  we  are  not  opt- 
imistic that  any  immediate  change  in 
the  Human  Rights  Code  is  about  to  . ; 
occur,"  said  Tom  Warner  of  GATE. 

'The  minister- uttered  a  lot  of  pla- 
titudes about  abhoring  discrimination 
against  any  person  but  quickly  added 
that  "public  opinion'  would  not  supp- 
ort any  move  by  the  government  to  im- 
troduce  such  an  amendment,"  he  added. 

Mr.  Warner  accused  the  government 
of  "hypocrisy  and  deceit"  and  stated 
that  GATE, the  co-ordinator  of  CGRO 
would  continue  to  put  pressure  the 
Ontario  authorities. 

This  meeting  was  the  conclusion  of 
GATE'S  activities  for  Gay  Ptide  Week 
1974,  which  also  included  a  march  on 
the  Ontario  Legislature. 


Norway  OKs 
gay  sex  education 


Dot  Norske  Forbundet,  a  Norwegian 
gay  civil  rights  organisation,  has 
succeeded  in  persuading  the  Norwegi- 
an government  to  introduce  gay  sex 
education  into  the  public  school 

According  to  Kim  Friele,  General 
Secretary  of  DNF,  the  Education  De- 
partment has  ordered  that  "not  only 
are  lessons  given  on  biological 
sex.,  but  discussion  has  to  be  in- 
cluded on  'feelings',  sexual  orien- 
tation and  alternative  life-styles". 

Us  Friele  said  that,  although  the 
teaching  of  alternative  life- 
styles is  at  present  only  in  Oslo 
schools,  it  will  eventually  become 
compulsory  throughout  Norway. 


candidates  polled  favor 
immigration  law  change 


The  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality, 
co-ordinating  organisation  for  the 
National  Gay  Election  Coalition 
(NGEC),  has  issued  its  post  election 
analysis  of  the  questionnaire  circu- 
lated to  candidates  in  June's  fede- 
ral election. 

In  a  letter  to  the  participating 
organisations  of  NGEC,  Tom  "arner. 
Chairperson  of  GATE'S  Foderal  Af- 

utioned  that  the 


that  to  use  the  report  to  determine 
whether  or  not 'the  Coalition  was  a 
success  or  a  failure  "is  both  mis- 
leading and  unfair  since  a  number  of 
other  factors,  including  attendance 
at  various  all-candidates  meetings, 
must  also  be  included  in  any  analysis! 
The  report  stated  that  the  question 
on  i™migrat ion  received  the  most  fa- 
vourable responses,  followed  closely 
by  the  questions  on  employment  in  the 
Civil  Service  and  Armed  Forces,  hous- 
ing practices,  employment  in  the  pri- 
vate sector,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights 

With  the  exception  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  there  was  little  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  the  respondents  in 
supporting  changes  in  these  areas  of 
Federal  jurisdiction,  the  report  said 

However,  many  candidates  who  rep- 
lied favourably  to  amending  the  Bill 
of  Rights  also  stated  that  it  was 
questionable  whether  or  not  this  mea- 
sure would  accomplish  anything  since 
the  Bill  is  subject  to  a  great  deal 
of  legal  controversy. 

The  questions  on  the  sections  of 
the  Criminal  Code  dealing  with  "Bug- 


One  candidate  suggested 
sections  of  the  Code  shoul 
reprinted  in  the  NGEC 
order  to  provide  the  respondents  with 


•  age  of 


according  to  GATE,  because  of  the 

separate  parts,  and  the  consequent 
confusion  which  this  created  for  can- 
didates unfamiliar  with  the  issue. 

The  last  question,  concerning  the 
section  on  "Indecent  Acts  in  a  Pri- 
vate Place",  fared  no  better  than 
other  sections  of  the  Code  because 
many  candidates  felt  the  definition 
offered  by  NGEC  for  a  "public  place" 
was  too  imprecise  to  be  effective. 

The  report  also  indicated  that  of 
the  eleven  letters  received,  four 
supported  gay  rights,  one  was  viol- 
ently anti-gay,  and  six  were  non- 


;   follf 


i  political  par- 

—  -  28,  Li- 


beral- 8,  PC-  5,  Communist-  2,  Lib- 
ertarian- 1,  and  unknown-  1, 

The  report  also  stated  that  more 
Liberal  and  Conservative  candidates 
wrote  letters  than  did  members  of 
the  NOP. 

The  breakdown  of  responses  for  eai 
question  is  listed  below. 


n  S 

N£ 

UNANSWERED 

oh  imui-i. im- 

TOTAL 

1.       Bill   of  Rights 

23 

5 

6 

34 

2.       Civil  Service 

29 

1 

1 

34 

S.        Employment, 

Private  Sector 

26 

6 

J4 

4.  Housing 

5.  Immigration 

6.  Buggery 

29 
JO 
20 

3 
3 

1 
11 

34 
34 
34 

7.       Gross  Indecency 

19 

* 

11 

34 

8a).  Uniform  Age  of 
Consent 

8b).  Drop  Age  of 

9 

13 

2 

9 

33" 

9.       Indecent  Assault 

22 

6 

6 

34 

10.      Indecent  Acts   in 
a  Public  Place 

22 

4 

8 

34 

*     One  candidate  repl 
50  his  response   is 

ed  to  both 
not  record 
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Willkommen  zu 


Dotifltloo/Beglatratlon  Form 

Enclosed  le  a  cheque/money  order  tor  8  [_ ' 

as  a  donation/registration  for  the  International  Gay  Rights 
Congress. 

Address:      ." 

N  B      Full  registration  S40  (U.S.) 835  (Canada),  Inclusive 
of  V.A.T.,  S  nltes  accommodation  and  four  doys  full  board 
at  conference. 
Derek  A.  Ogg     -     rnnpreas  Organiser 
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opinion 


Family  Section 


Three  news  items  in  this  issue  of  The  Body  Politic  high- 
light the  new  desire  amongst  gays  to  force  society  to 
recognize  the  validity  of  our  partnerships.  The  gay 
couple  who  were  claiming  "married"  rates  on  the  Ontario 
Health  Insurance  Plan  were  sick  of  economic  discrimina- 
tion. Guy  Roy  wanted  his  "friend"  to  be  recognized  as 
his  "lover"  and  to  share  the  rights  of  straight  pairs. 

Now,  out  of  nowhere  the  Vanier  Institute  of  the  Family 
declares  their  respect  for  "any  form  of  human  relations 
that  is  good  and  loving,"  including  homosexual  relations. 

We  said  "far  out,"  and  waited  for  the  reaction. 


Predictably,  it  came  from  the  Toronto  Sun,  that  city's 
answer  to  the  N.Y.  Daily  News.  Torontonians  know  the 
Su"  as  the  resistent  spore  that  perversely  survived 

the  demise  of  the  old  Telegram. 

The  Lubor  Zink  mob  was,  of  course,  horrified  and  said  so 
in  appropriately  Bunkerian  terms,  "Syrup  and  Baloney" 
bellowed  the  Sun  editorialist  drawing  his  wife  and  fur- 
niture around  him  to  protect  his  threatened  paternity. 
"A  family  involves  children."  And  homosexuals  shouldn't 
be  allowed  to  raise  children,  and  therefore  they  can't 
be  part  of  the  "family"  and  furthermore  those  pinkoes 
at  the  Vanier  Institute  should  be  "at  least  purged", 
concluded  this  spokesman  for  the  vigilante  element. 

I  went  to  the  dictionary  to  see  what  it  had  to  say 
about  "family"  and  here's  the  funny  part  the  word  it- 
self is  taken  from  the  latin  familuB ,   a  domestic  slave; 
and  familia,   the  total  number  of  slaves  belonging  to  one 

Roman  man. 

In  fact,  the  word  did  not  exist  before  the  advent  of  the 
patriarchy  --  the  subjugation  of  women  --  and  was  intend- 
ed to  denote  property  rights,  not  social  relations. 

Well,  the  philistines  down  at  the  Sun  don't  know  it,  but 
it  took  millions  of  years  before  society  got  around  to 
separating  people  into  the  tiny  daddy-and-his-3  1/2-depen 
dants  constellation  they  hail  as  "the  real  thing."  The 
progression  from  consanguine  to  group  to  clan  to  extended 
to  nuclear  "family"  follows  not  the  arbitrary  will  of  mo- 
ralists, but  the  logic  of  developing  class  society.  And 
the  final  development  of  class  society  --  industrial  cap- 
italism --  requires  a  high  degree  of  individual  "stabili- 
ty" (read:  predictability)  on  the  part  of  the  producer 
and  in  the  productive  process  itself.   And  there's  the 
catch:  the  nuclear  family  is  itself  a  part  of  the  produc- 
tive process  --  its  function,  the  reproduction  of  workers 
on  a  steady  and  predictable  scale,  ready  for  entry  into 
the  labour  market.  So  when  they  call  women  "baby  factor- 
ies, there's  more  than  a  metaphor  there. 

Besides,  it's  so  cheap  and  self-regulating!  Cheap  because 
the  wife  raises  the  kids  and  feed  the  husband  voluntarily 
without  pay.  Her  dependency  on  him  conservatizes  her, 
his  responsibility  to  her  conservatizes  him  and  they  both 
work  on  conservatizing  the  kids.   Since  the  children  are 
brought  up  in  effective  isolation  from  communal  life, 
their  experience  is  limited  mainly  to  what  they  can  absorb 
from  only  two  individuals.   But  daddy  takes  out  his  frus- 
trations on  mommy  who  takes  out  her  frustrations  on  the 
children,  and  the  whole  institution,  as  Marx  observed, 
contains  in  miniature  all  the  contradictions  which  later 
extend  throughout  society  and  the  state. 


The  "family"  --  as  defined  by  the  Sun,  OHIP  and  the 
guardians  of  rehabilitational  morality  --  is  just  a- 
nother  device  to  facilitate  control  and  stabilize  the 
market-place.  Without  it  Disney  Studios  would  go 
broke,  Niagara  would  dry  up  and  so  would  the  demand 
for  Pampers,  Pablum,  Popsicles  and  Pap. 

What  a  thought!  1V,  .     n 

Walter   Bruno 
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Outrage 


Sometimes  the  straight  public  conscience  can  ache  al- 
most convincingly.  Take  a  man,  put  him  in  prison  for 
life  with  no  possibility  of  parole,  and  you  can  expect 
a  bit  of  soul-searching  in  the  newspaper  columns.  Add 
the  fact  that  the  man  has  never  harmed  anyone,  is  not 
dangerous  or  criminal  "in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word"  (to  quote  the  judge  who  presided  at  his  trial) , 
and  you  could  reasonably  anticipate  some  thunderous 
calls  for  reform,  resignations,  investigations  and  the 
like.  Not  so  --  though  The  Globe  and  Mail  was  very  un- 
happy about  it  all  for  fhe  space  of  one  editorial. 
But  then  John  Roestad  is  a  homosexual.  He  has  had  sex 
with  hundreds  of  boys  --  most  of  them  between  8  and  14 
years  of  age.   Because  he  did  this,  he  will  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  jail;  a  possibly  very  short  life, 
considering  the  attitudes  of  the  general  prison  popu- 
lation to  "child  molesters".  Unless,  of  course,  aver- 
sion therapy  makes  him  sufficiently  zombie-like  to  re- 
lease.  And  make  no  mistake;  'orgasmic  reconditioning' 
[which  Roestad  is  being  subjected  to  at  Kingston  Penit- 
entiary) is  designed  to  produce  just  that  effect. 
There  can  be  few  more  egregious  examples  of  injustice 
and  homosexual  oppression.  This  is  the  sort  of  'cause' 
around  which  people  rally;  it  is  a  guaranteed  crowd 
getter,  it  will  have  homosexuals  in  the  streets  in  hun- 
dreds demanding  Roestad' s  release.  Or  will  it?  To 
date  there  have  been  no  protests  from  the  organized  gay 
community,  no  'Free  Roestad'  rallies,  no  letters  to  the 
editor  --  the  minimal  response  it  would  seem.  Could  it 
be  that  the  gay  community  is  just  as  embarrassed  by 
John  Roestad  as  The  Globe  and  Mail? 

Men  who  love  boys  make  many  homosexuals  unhappy.   Pedo- 
philes are  bad  P.R.   They  are  generally  apologised  for, 
and  people  are  assured  that  they  represent  a  very,  very 
small  minority  in  the  gay  community.   But  think  for  a 
minute.  Think  of  the  sex  you  were  having  as  a  child, 
or  the  sex  you  were  dying  to  have  but  couldn't  get. 
And  think  of  Roestad  --  imprisoned  and  tortured  --  be- 
cause he  was  gently  and  not  very  carefully  giving  of 
himself  to  these  boys.   When  you  apologize  for  John 
Roestad,  you  are  apologizing  for  yourself. 

If  you  accept  that  sexual  relationships  are  not  intrin- 
sically dangerous,  then  you  must  accept  that  John  Roes- 
tad's  sexual  preferences  are  as  legitimate  and  as  po- 
tentially fulfilling  as  your  own.  And  if  you  accept 
that  simple  fact,  there  can  be  only  one  reaction  to 
Roestad's  plight:  horror  and  outrage.   There  can  be 
only  one  cry:  Free  Roestad!  There  can  be  only  one 
object:  the  destruction  of  a  system  so  utterly  perverse. 

Gerald  Harmon 
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THE-  60DTT  POLITIC 

Gay  oppression  is  ubiquitous,   multi-sided  and  often  dif~ 
fiault  to  describe.   And  yet,    if  we  don't  know  how  and 
why  we  are  oppressed,    there's  not  much  point  in  talk- 
ing about  "liberation". 

Inside  Out  is  a  column  of  basic  observations  which  are 
essential  to  self-understanding  —  and  therefore  self- 
liberation. 

In  this  issue  we  feature  extracts  from  the  pamphlet, 
"With  Downcast  Gays",   which  is  reviewed  on  page  22, 
"With  Downcast  Gays"  was  written  by  Andrew  Hodges  and 
David  Hutter  and  published  by  Pomegranate  Press,   Lon- 
don,   England. 
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PARDON  US  FOR  LIVING 

...  we  learn  to  loathe  homosexuality  before  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  acknowledge  our  own.  As  children  and 
young  people  we  never  hear  anything  good  said  about  gay 
life,  and  only  see  it  referred  to  as  a  subject  for  moc- 
kery, disgust  or  pity.  Moreover,  gays,  like  cuckoos, 
are  reared  in  alien,  heterosexual  nests,  and  even  at 
home  the  message  is  the  same.  Never  having  been  offered 
positive  attitudes  to  homosexuality,  we  inevitably  adopt 
negative  ones,  and  it  is  from  these  that  all  our  values 
flow. 


Self -hatred 

We  have  been  taught  to  hate  ourselves—and  how  thorough- 
ly we  have  learnt  the  lesson.  Some  gays  deliberately 
keep  away  from  teaching  lest  they  be  a  corrupting  influ- 
ence. Others,  except  for  brief,  furtive  sexual  encount- 
ers, consciously  avoid  the  company  of  gay  people  because 
they  cannot  bear  to  see  a  reflection  of  their  own  homo- 
sexuality. More  typically  our  self-hatred  is  unconscious 
and  our' self-oppression  automatic.  Unthinkingly  we  ac- 
cept the  line  that  soliciting  is  offensive  and  confine 
our  complaints  about  the  law  to  the  tactics  the  police 
use  to  enforce  it,  or  to  the  unequal  sentences  passed 
on  those  convicted.  So  ingrained  is  our  assumption  of 
second-class  status  that  we  fail  to  notice  even  external 
oppression  unless  we  make  a  positive  effort  to  root  it 
out.  We  seldom  recognise  the  queer-basher's  fist  in  the 
liberal's  guiding  hand.  "How  can  you  be  sure  that  you 
are  homosexual?"  asks  the  psychiatrist.  Whenever  does 
he  ask  heterosexuals  the  converse  question?  This  inter- 
change of  homo-  and  heterosexual  is  a  certain  test  for 
both  gay  and  self-oppression.  Another  is  to  compare  our- 
selves with  other  minorities  who  may  well  resent  and 
complain  of  things  we  tolerate.  Gay  people  say  they  fear 
the  loss  of  non-gay  'friends'  if  their  homosexuality  is 
revealed.   What  Jew  would  value  the  friendship  of  the 
anti-Semitic?  Once  blacks  underwent  the  painful  opera- 
tion of  having  their  hair  straightened  in  an  effort  to 
resemble  their  white  masters.  This  glaring  act  of  self- 
oppression  is  nowadays  repudiated  by  every  Afro  hair- 
style. If  only  an  insurgent  gay  movement  could  sweep  a- 
way  gay  people's  painful,  futile  and  unending  attempts 
to  straighten  their  lives! 
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Evading  the  issue 

Once  they  can  no  longer  deny  their  homosexuality,  gays 
find  ways  to  avoid  confronting  the  fact  that  they  are 
the  people  they  despise.  It  is  not  easy  to  live  with 
raw,  undiluted  self-hatred.   Devious  and  complex  are  the 
means  by  which  gay  people  come  to  terms  with  the  dilem- 
ma of  finding  themselves  to  be  that  which  they  have 
been  taught  to  hate. 

The  [London]  G.L.F.  Manifesto  rightly  identified  the 
final  stage  of  self -oppress ion  as  saying--and  believ- 
ing— "I  am  not  oppressed".  Conscious  every  minute  that 
they  are  seen  as  ridiculous  and  pitiable,  for  ever 
working  out  ways  to  suppress  the  evidence  of  their  ho- 
mosexuality, how  can  gay  people  make  such  a  claim?  But 
they  do.  The  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equality  constant- 
ly receives  letters  imploring  it  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
activities  of  the  radical  members.  "We  are  not  oppress- 
ed", the  writers  say,  "so  please  don't  let  them  rock  the 
boat".  Ironically,  the  metaphor  aptly  expresses  the 
danger  and  insecurity  of  our  oppressed  situation. 

Of  course  it  is  the  very  degree  of  success  with  which 
gay  people  can  conceal  their  identity  that  makes  it  pos- 
sible for  them  to  shrug  off  their  oppression.  Indeed  it 
is  possible  for  gays,  by  denying  their  homosexuality  in 
every  social  situation,  to  imagine  that  they  share  the 
status  of  non-gay  people.  Their  self-deception  goes 
deeper:  they  go  on  to  adopt  the  attitudes  of  their  op- 
pressors- -even  the  logic  and  language  of  the  non-gay 
people  with  whom  they  identify.  Such  'well-adapted'  ho- 
mosexuals have  never  in  reality  adapted  to  their  homo- 
sexuality, only  to  its  brutal  suppression.  They  will 
never  acknowledge  a  lifetime's  subjugation  and  dishon- 
esty. 'Well-adapted'  homosexuals  would  prefer  to  carry 
their  oppression  to  the  grave  rather  than  admit  that 
it  exists. 
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Greg  Lchnc 


The  last  issue  of  the  Body  Politic  presented  a  selec- 
tion from  the  fantasies  of  fifty  gay  men  who  had  filled 
out  a  questionnaire  printed  in  3P  #11.  The  information 
provided  by  these  men  sheds  light  on  the  fantasies  and 
realities  of  gay  males,  especially  in  the  areas  of  Co- 
oing Out,  Love  and  Lust,  Gay  Relationships,  and  Ageism. 

It  may  be  that  the  information  provided  by  the  complet- 
ed questionnaires  is  not  entirely  characteristic  of  gay 
men  as  a  whole.   For  example,  the  group  of  respondents 
is  somewhat  younger  (average  age:  24)  and  more  liberal 
(62%  said  they  are  politically  liberal/radical)  than 
the  overall  male  population,  gay  or  straight.   But  in 
most  areas,  such  as  the  average  frequency  of  sexual  ac- 
tivity, these  men  are  quite  similar  to  the  general  gay 
male  population  as  analysed  in  other  studies:  60%  of 
these  men  report  that  they  have  sex  less  than  three 
times  a  month,  12%  have  sex  once  a  week,  18%  have  sex 
about  twice  a  week,  and  12%  are  involved  in  sexual  ac- 
tivity more  frequently. 

COMING  OUT 

The  age  at  which  the  North  American  gays  in  the  present 
study  report  having  had  their  first  homosexual  exper- 
ience is  generally  similar  to  the  findings  of  British 
and  German  surveys: 

Age  at  first  Homosexual  Experience 
(Cumulative  percentages) 


Age 


N.  America 


by  age  10 

8% 

10-13 

33% 

14-17 

60% 

18-20 

834 

21-25 

98% 

Britain 

Germ 

9% 

2% 

12% 

19% 

81% 

63% 

99% 

81% 

95% 

In  these  three  societies,  the  vast  majority  of  gay  men 
come  out  long  before  the  legal  age  of  consent,  which  is 
currently  21  in  Canada  and  England  and  18  in  Germany. 

Most  of  the  gay  men  (72%)  report  that  they  came  out 
with  a  friend  whose  age  was  within  two  years  of  their 
own  at  the  time.  An  additional  10%  report  that  they 
came  out  with  a  friend  who  was  more  than  two  years  ol- 
der. 14%  came  out  with  a  _  

person  whom  they  did  not 
know  (generally  met  within 
the  gay  subculture).   Fi- 
nally, only  4%  of  the  men 
felt  that  they  had  been 
seduced  into  having  sex 
with  a  man  for  the  first 
time.   Clearly,  the  com- 
mon homophobic  fear  that 
young  children  are  cus- 
tomarily seduced  into  ho- 
mosexuality by  'dirty  old 
men'  is  flatly  contradic- 
ted by  the  findings  of 
this  study. 


EARLY  FANTASIES 


The  average  age  at  which  the  respondents  remember  ha- 
ving their  first  homoerotic  fantasy  is  12.  9%  report 
that  their  first  gay  fantasy  occurred  before  age  10, 
and  the  figure  leaps  to  77%  who  remember  fantasies  be- 
fore age  13.  A  few  gay  men  also  report  early  heterose- 
xual fantasies. 

The  accurate  recall  of  early  fantasies  is  apparently 
difficult  for  gay  men  older  than  22;   but  of  the  youn- 
ger men,  45%  report  that  gay  fantasies  were  important 
in  their  recognition  of  their  sexual  orientation.  Only 
17%  of  the  younger  men  report  that  they  realised  they 
were  gay  before  having  a  gay  fantasy.  Overall,  gay 
men  report  having  had  gay  fantasies  for  an  average  of 
five  years  before  their  first  sexual  experience  —  a 
disheartening  indication  of  the  oppression  of  gay  ado- 
lescents. 

CURRENT  FANTASIES 

Although  the  ques- 
tionnaire was  spe- 
cifically designed 
to  elicit  sexual 
fantasies  (to  an 
almost  sexist  de- 
gree) ,  60%  of  the 
gay  men's  fantas- 
ies are  about  a 
warm,  loving  re- 
lationship and 
make  no  mention 
of  sex.   Surpris 
ingly,  only  30% 
of  the  fantasies 
involve  explicitly 
sexual  activity: 
an  additional  6% 
involve  SfiH  practices 

About  two-thirds  of  the  reported  fantasies  involve  in- 
timate acquaintances,  such  as  past  lovers  or  tricks. 
Slightly  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  fantasies  are  re- 
current, and  this  type  of  fantasy  always  involves  a 
friend,  generally  a  past  lover  or  unrequited  love. 

"Masculine"  and  "conventional"  looking  men  are  common 
(58%)  and  "feminine"  men  rare  in  those  fantasies  which 
include  a  description  of  physical  appearance.  On  the 
other  hand,  non-visual  characteristics  of  the  partner 
are  emphasised  in  most  of  the  fantasies  --  frequently 
that  the  person  be  kind,  intelligent,  sensitive,  gen- 
tle, gay  (but  not  necessarily  appear  gay),  and  share 
interests  of  the  respondent . 

LOVE  AND  LUST 

How  does  the  prevalent  fantasy  of  a  'true  love'  relation- 
ship relate  to  the  realities  of  gay  life?  In  the  entire 
sample  of  50  men,  only  14%  said  they  do  not  want  a  lov- 
er, while  21%  of  the  men  currently  have  one.  One-quar- 
ter of  the  men  who  report  love  fantasies  state  that  they 
currently  have  a  lover,  while  the  remaining  three-quar- 
ters say  that  they  want  one  but  are  "still  looking". 

If  most  gay  men  fantasize  about  a  lover  and  claim  to 
want  one,  then  why  do  less  than  a  quarter  of  them  cur- 
rently have  lovers?  84%  of  the  men  report  that  they 
generally  think  of  their  sex  partners  as  potential  lo- 
vers, and  a  slightly  greater  percentage  (90%)  state  that 
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their  sex  partners  are 
usually  the  type  of  men 
they  would  like  to  have 
as  lovers.  Many  of  the 
men  in  the  present  stu- 
dy have  had  sex  with  a 
seemingly  large  number 
of  different  partners: 
21%  of  the  men  report 
21  to  SO  sexual  part- 
ners, while  40%  have 
had  sex  with  more  than 
50  different  people. 

However,  more  than  half 
of  the  gay  men  report 
that  in  spite  of  the 
number  of  sexual  part- 
ners, they  think  of 
themselves  as  [serial- 
ly) monogamous ,  That 
is,  they  usually  have 
sex  with  one  person 
for  a  varying  period 
of  time  before  seek- 
ing a  new  sexual  partner.  Clearly,  these  men  do  not  re- 
gard promiscuity  as  an  act  of  revolution. 

These  facts  belie  assertions  about  homosexual  promis- 
cuity, frequently  heard  even  among  gay  men.   Promis- 
cuity is  customarily  (and  oppressively)  defined  in 
terms  of  an  irresponsible  desire  for  frequent  and  chan- 
ging sexual  partners;  but  this  definition  ignores  the 
desire  for  friendship  and  love.   In  the  gay  subculture, 
sex  is  an  acceptable  and  pleasurable  way  of  meeting 
people.  The  so-called  'promiscuity'  of  gay  men  is  not 
the  acting  out  of  insatiable  lust,  but  rather  a  style 
of  behaviour  appropriate  for  developing  friendship  and 
relationships  within  the  gay  subculture. 

GAY  RELATIONSHIPS 
However,  the  question  as  to  why  only  a  quarter  of  gay 
men  who  want  a  lover  actually  have  one  still  remains  to 
be  answered.  The  difficulties  which  gay  men  experience 
in  establishing  and  maintaining  love  relationships  do 
not  seem  to  arise  from  unrealistic  fantasies  about  po- 
tential lovers,  nor  from  a  lack  of  desire  for  opportu- 
nities to  meet  sex  partners/potential  lovers.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  love  relation- 
ship most  likely  reflects  certain  other  realities  in  the 
lives  of  gay  men. 

Gay  relationships  lack  many  of  the  social  supports  and 
norms  which  propel  heterosexual  males  into  love  relat- 
ionships and  eventually  into  marriage,  and  then  help  to 
maintain  the  marriage.  The  absence  of  similar  social 
supports  for  gay  relationships  tends  to  make  them  more 
difficult  to  establish.   Heterosexual  culture  even  has 
norms  regarding  the  appropriate  age  for  marriage  [near 
the  end  of  high  school  for  the  working  class,  near  the 
end  of  college  for  the  middle  class).   In  the  gay  sub- 
culture, there  appears  to  be  a  norm  that  a  good  gay 
should  trick  as  often  as  he  can  while  he  has  the  oppor- 
tunity —  there  is  surprisingly  little  peer  pressure  to 
settle  down  as  long  as  doing  so  would  eliminate  one 
■gorgeous  number'  from  the  pool  of  available  sex  part- 
ners. 

Gay  men  are  often  discouraged  about  the  possibility  of 
establishing  a  long-term  relationship.  Much  of  the  gay 
subculture  is  organised  around  opportunities  for  sex, 
so  younger  gay  men 
rarely  see  the  world 
of  "established"  gay 
couples.  These  coup- 
les tend  to  avoid  the 
tricking  scene  to  re- 
duce the  strain  of 
sexual  temptation  on 
their  relationships. 
Thus,  many  gay  men 
exist  in  a  world  of 
'singles'  where  there 


are  few  role  models  for 
successful  gay  relation- 
ships, intense  peer  pres- 
sure to  remain  available, 
and  relatively  little 
discussion  of  love  and 
relationships  beyond  ca- 
sual sex. 

Gay  relationships  lack 
all  the  social  supports 
of  marriage,  while  they 
must  endure  the  added 
problems  of  resolving 
arrangements  over  money, 
careers,  living  quar- 
ters, and  informing  pa- 
rents [and  so  risk  be- 
ing subjected  to  homo- 
phobic repercussions).   Establishing  suitable  roles  with- 
in a  relationship  is  another  problem  for  gay  men:  roles 
are  rigidly  defined  for  unliberated  men  and  women,  but 
the  women's  and  gay  liberation  movements  have  denounced 
these  roles  as  oppressive  --  something  which  most  people 
quickly  discover  for  themselves  anyway. 

Heterosexual  relationships  tend  to  fit  into  certain  est- 
ablished patterns:  both  partners  are  generally  from  the 
same  social  class  and  ethnic  or  religious  background, 
and  the  woman  is  generally  somewhat  younger  than  the 
man.   But  the  gay  subculture  offers  the  opportunity  to 
form  intimate  relationships  with  a  much  wider  range  of 
people.  When  there  are  wide  disparities  between  the 
partners  in  a  gay  relationship,  new  problems  arise, 
which  prove  extremely  troublesome  in  our  homogenous 
society. 

It  appears  likely  that  many  heterosexuals  marry  not  be- 
cause they  have  met  the  person  of  their  dreams,  but  ra- 
ther because  the  appropriate  time  for  marriage  has  ar- 
rived and  they  have  wearied  of  the  search  for  a  perfect- 
ly compatible  mate.   In  many  cases,  it  is  more  realistic 
to  love  the  person  you  are  near  than  to  try  to  get  near 
the  person  vou  (might,  eventually)  love.  Gay  men,  per- 
haps ever  optimistic  of  meeting  the  ideal  lover  if  they 
just  look  a  little  longer,  tend  not  to  settle  down  with 
a  lover  until  the  prospects  for  the  future  begin  to 
look  much  worse. 


he  fantasy  of  establishing  a  long-term  completely  ful- 
filling relationship  is  wide- 
spread in  North  American  cul- 
ture among  people  of  all  sexu- 
al orientations.   It  is  my 
personal  belief  that  this  de- 
sire is  not  necessarily  a  good, 
or  a  realistic,  thing.  Both 
the  growing  discontent  with  mo- 
nogamous marriage  and  the  stag- 
gering divorce  rate  tend  to 
suggest  that  fantasies  of  per- 
manent love  relationships  are 
precisely  fantasies. 

There  are  several  alternatives 
to  romantic  fantasies  which  are 
perhaps  more  accessible  to  gay 
men  than  to  heterosexuals. 
First,  a  series  of  short-term 
relationships  can  be  very  ful- 
filling without  becoming  boring 
or  personally  stifling.  Second, 
the  lack  of  permanent  relation- 
ships among  some  gay  men  can  be 
the  first  step  in  developing  a  healthy  personal  indepen- 
dence.  Third,  the  high  value  placed  on  lasting  friend- 
ship in  the  gay  subculture  offers  rewards  that  may  wen 
eaual  or  exceed  the  commitment  involved  in  many  hetero- 
sexual marriages.   It  would  be  valuable  for  many  gay  men 
to  realise  these  values  in  their  own  lives  rather  than 
feel  discouraged  because  they  have  not  attained  the  chi- 
mera of  a  permanent  marriage. 


continued  on  page  25 
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proposition 
from  the 
left 


A  gay  activist 
says  'no,  thank  you' 


Reprinted  below  is  a  statement  on  gay  liberation  handed  out  by  members 
of  the  Revolutionary  Marxist  Group  (RMG)  at  two  gay  political  functions 
in  Toronto  this  simmer.  Opposite  is  a  letter  submitted  to  Old  Mole,  the 
newspaper  of  the  RMG,  from  Maurice  Flood  of  the  Vancouver  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  in  which  he  takes  a  critical  look  at  Old  Mole 'a  coverage 
of  this  year's  gay  pride  marches  and,  more  generally,  the  RMG's  attitude 
towards  gay  people  and  gay   liberation. 


WORKERS  OF  THE  WORLD,  CARESS! 


SEXUAL  LIBERATION  THROUGH 

REVOLUTION,  NOT  REFORM! 

In  a  capitalist  society  such  as  we  live  in,  all  serial 
relationships  are  crippled  and  distorted.  Capita/ism 
defines  only  one  mode  of  sexuality,  a  rigid  and  oppres- 
sive heterosexual ity  as  acceptable,  and  any  other  form 
is  despised  and  attacked.  Fundamentally,  the  deYini- 
tion  of  'acceptable'  sexuality  flows  from  the  need  to 
reinforce  the  nuclear  family,  the  institution  which  acts 
as  the  major  vehicle  for  the  reproduction  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  form  class  society  as  a  whole:  workers 
and  capitalists.  In  the  family,  sexual  stereotypes  are 
introduced.  The  deformation  of  personalities  begun  in 
the  family  is  reinforced  by  the  schools,  the  churches, 
the  mass  media,  governments,  and  the  laws.  At  the  most 
extreme  points  of  social  control,  capitalist  sexual  (as 
well  as  political)  relations  are  maintained  through  the 
use  of  the  police  against  individuals  and  groups.  All 
these  institutions  carry  on  their  functions  of  'social- 
isation' with  respect  to  political  ideology  as  well  as 
sexuality.  'Acceptable'  sexuality  rigidly  relegates 
women  to  passive,  secondary  roles,  and  men  to  the  play- 
ing out  of  the  male  aggression  towards  women  which  is 
considered  the  epitome  of  masculinity.  The  rise  of  wo- 
men's and  gay  liberation  struggles  in  the  past  few 
years  is  the  expression  of  revolt  against  confining, 
dehumanizing  sexual-social  relations. 

Gay  relationships  —  in  fact,  sexual  relationships  in 
general  which  break  out  of  the  norms  prescribed  by  the 
needs  of  the  monogamous  nuclear  family  --  are  threaten- 
ing to  the  social  stability  of  capitalist  society  as  a 
whole.  Homosexuality  in  particular  tends  to  undermine 
the  ideological  foundations  of  the  family.  Homosexual 
relations  generally  occur  outside  of  legal,  reproduc- 
tive and  economic  definitions  and  thus  violate  the  ba- 
sic assumptions  of  bourgeois  notions  of  the  family  and 
marriage.  Hale  chauvinism,  the  ideological  mainstay  of 
capitalist  sexuality,  is  confronted  directly  by  homosex- 
uality, precisely  because  sexual  roles  are  demonstrated 
to  be  learned,  and  indeed,  imposed  upon  us  by  society. 
The  fierce  resistance  to  homosexuality  exhibited  by  the' 
institutions  of  the  society  is  a  direct  response  to  the 
threat  the  social  order  feels  from  sexual  behaviour 
outside  the  prescribed  boundaries  of  '  normal  sexua- 
lity'. 

gays  &  political  struggle 

Because  sexual  oppression  is  endemic  to  capitalism,  the 
road  to  liberation  can  lie  only  in  its  destruction. 
That  revolution  is  already  beginning  in  the  actual 


struggles  of  the  workers'  movement  around  the  world. 
More  and  more  of  the  oppressed  are  finding  that  only 
these  struggles  express  their  own  historic  interests. 
To  begin  to  acknowledge  the  need  for  the  socialist  re- 
volution, one  must  begin  to  recognize  the  necessity  for 
gays  to  adopt  forms  of  struggle  which  lead  towards  the 
goal  which  contains  the  seeds  of  our  liberation.  The 
gay  movement  in  Western  Europe,  where  the  class  struggle 
as  a  whole  is  more  advanced,  has  taken  substantial 
steps  towards  this  perspective,  solidarizing  with  and 
intervening  in  working  class  struggles.  Sectors  of  the 
GLF  in  Britain,  the  Gay  Action  Group  in  Germany,  and 
Anti-Norm/Sexpol  {formerly  FHAR)  in  France  are  exam- 
ples. 

For  us,  the  road  lies  out  of  the  gay  ghetto,  to  inde- 
pendent initiatives  and  alliances  with  the  left  and 
the  labour  movement.  The  gay  ghetto,  through  its  man- 
ifold institutions,  maintains  the  isolation  of  the  gay 
subculture  from  the  rest  of  society  and  allows  it  to 
be  kept  'under  control' .  Operating  in  the  general 
framework  of  capitalism,  it  is  fertile  ground  for  op- 
pression, exploitative  relationships,  and  sexism.  Like 
the  ghetto,  a  simple  'civil  rights'  perspective  is  a 
trap  in  the  long  term,  for  as  long  as  capitalist  social 
relations  remain,  so  will  gay  oppression.  Campaigns 
for  democratic  rights  can  be  useful,  however,  if  car- 
ried out  from  a  revolutionary  perspective:  dramatizing 
our  oppression  to  others,  aiding  people  in  coming  out, 
and  putting  pressure  on  the  state  by  independent,  mili- 
tant initiatives.  A  perspective  based  on  direct  action 
(demonstrations,  sit-ins,  etc.)  would  not  only  bypass 
the  ineffectiveness  of  petition  campaigns,  but  could 
provide  an  alternative  pole  to  the  ghetto.  We  must 
also  be  prepared  to  defend  ourselves  (and,  in  this  in- 
stance, there  are  most  certainly  other  allies  on  the 
left)  from  attacks  by  bigots  and  fascists. 

the  solution — revolution 

The  understanding  and  resistance  of  the  ruling  class  to 
homosexuality  is  not  necessarily  matched  by  the  under- 
standing gays  have  of  their  own  situation.  Whether 
gays  will  perceive  their  antipathy  to  the  ruling  class 
or  not  will  be  determined  largely  by  how  they  begin  to 
organize  in  defiance  of  it.  Capitalism  understands 
who  its  enemies  --  and  potential  enemies  —  are.  For 
our  part,  we  must  understand  as  wejl.  Our  first  task 
is  to  discover  who  our  allies  can  "be  in  the  fight  for 
sexual  liberation.  We  believe  that  gays  have  nothing 
to  gain  by  lining  up  with  capitalism,  the  very  system 
which  oppresses  us.  Even  attempts  to  ameliorate  or 
reform  conditions  under  capitalism  contain  the  dangers 
of  taking  sides  with  the  enemies  of  sexual  liberation. 
We  must  seek  our  allies  in  struggle  among  other  oppres- 
sed and  exploited  groups  and  classes.  In  capitalist 
society  there  exists  one  class,  the  working  class  -- 
male,  female,  gay  and  straight  --  which  possesses  the 
continued  on  page  25 
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rs   and  supporters   of  Old  Mole  have  a  con- 

Lf  not,    let   the:  n$  froo 

the  sidelines. 


"CAY  RIGHTS^" 

Gay  rights  demonstrations  were 
held  in  many  US  cities  again  this  sum- 
mer. The  largest  was  in  New  York, 
where  40,000  people  marked  the  anni- 
versary of  the  Stonewall  riots  when 
New  York  gays  fought  back  against  po- 
lice harassment. 

In  Canada,  gay  pride  demos  were 
held  1n  August  involving  fewer  people 
than  in  past  years.  This  can  be  par- 
tially explained  by  the  general  fail- 
ure of  gay  organizations  to  define 
perspectives  and  the  resulting  poli- 
tical drift.  The  struggle  for  gay  li- 
beration and  sexual  liberation  in  ge- 
neral is  a  challenge  to  the  nuclear 
family  and  bourgeois  morality.  To  be 
effective,  however,  the  gay  movement 
must  seek  to  link  up  with  the  broader 
class  struggle  in  order  to  begin  to 
fight  all  forms  of  oppression.  As 
well,  the  left  and  workers  movement 
also  must  address  their  responsibili- 
ties to  struggle  against  all  forms  of 
sexual  oppression.    


Life-size  reproduction  of  the  coverage  of  Gay 
Pride  marches  in  Old  Mole,   the  organ  of  RMG. 
The  article  appeared  as   the   last  item  in   the 
last  column  on  page  IS;   page  16  was  the  back 
cover. 


The  skimpy  notes  appearing  on  page  15  of  the  September 
1974  issue  look  for  all  the  world  like  a  "filler".   In 
what  manner  Old  Mole  has  come  by  an  assessment  of  gay 
liberation  is  unclear,  since  its  supporters  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence  from  this  struggle.   The  fact 
that  they  know  nothing  of  gay  liberation  doesn't  pre- 
vent them  from  putting  forward  characterizations  of 
"failure"  and  "drift".  They  don't  even  trouble  them- 
selves to  document  or  explicate  these  innuendos.  On 
top  of  that,  they  have  the  effrontery  to  offer  to  the 
gay  movement  a  course  of  action  which  essentially  pro- 
poses the  abandonment  of  the  independent  mobilization 
of  gay  people,  and  the  deferment  of  their  legitimate 
concerns  until  success  has  been  achieved  --  in  future 
--  by  "the  broader  class  struggle".   As  always,  the 
exhortation  to  "link  up"  is  a  code  word  for  abstention 
and,  as  well,  denigration  of  the  significance  of  sexual 
politics.  Thank  you,  but  --  no,  thank  you. 

The  fact  is  that,  generally,  gay  organizations  in  Canada 
have  gone  a  long  way  in  the  past  few  years  towards  pol- 
itical clarity,  through  internal  debate  and  different- 
iation, and  have  hammered  out  "perspectives"  in  terms 
of  strategy  and  tactics.  They  are  summed  up  by  the 
pressing  of  gay  demands  though  public  action  and  pro- 
test. The  civil  rights  focus  of  gay  liberation  has  won 


"^ 


: 


living  struggle 


A  few  revolutionaries  car.  cl.uro  to  have  been  part  of  that 
process  --  individuals  who  had  the  insolence  to  respond 
wholeheartedly  to  the  emergence  of  a  real  and  living 
Struggle,  and  not  to  draw  their  shirts  away  to  the  safety 
of  editorial  offices.   Individual  gay  tradt 
vists  and  organized  groups  have  long  ago  commenced  the 
task  of  introducing  the  burning  question  of  sexual  op- 
pression and  misery  before  working  class  men  and  women, 
in  order  to  win  their  understanding  and  support.   In 
places  such  as  Toronto  and  Vancouver,  initial  and  modest 
gains  were  registered. 

We  are  sorry  if  gay  liberation  must  decline  the  invita- 
tion —  whether  from  David  Lewis  or  Bret  Smiley  --  to 
drop  the  struggle  foi  terms'  and  to  relegate 

our  movement  to  a  secondary  realm.   It  is  precisely  this 
feebleminded  and  insulting  advice  --  masquerading  as 
"solidarity"  --  which  has  compounded  the  difficulties 
of  introducing  and  winning  a  hearing  among  serious  gay 
militants  for  revolutionary  Marxist  ideas. 


profound  ignorance 


The  Old  Mole  gives  no  hint  of  being  aware  of  the  pol- 
itical and  organizational  tasks  before  gay  liberation. 
Rather,  Old  Mole  betrays  a  profound  ignorance  of  the 
internal  dynamics  and  the  problems  of  gay  liberation  at 
this  time.   Factual  errors,  end  passing  analogies  with 
New  York  can't  substitute  for  a  concrete  analysis.  Gay 
liberation  has  been  noteworthy  in  its  generous  consid- 
eration of  various  points  of  view  and  programs.   It's 
not  the  gay  liberation  movement's  fault  if  some  have 
come  to  an  understanding  of  the  dangers  and  pitfalls 
facing  any  young  movement.  The  manifold  unevenness  has 
not  prevented  these  militants  from  testing  their  ideas 
in  practice  and  learning  from  mistakes. 

Over  Labour  Day  weekend  in  Winnipeg  --  a  city  rich  in 
class  struggle  --  the  first  gay  march  on  the  prairies 
took  place.   Between  70  and  100  gays  and  supporters 
attending  the  Second  National  Gay  Conference  marched  to 
the  Provincial  Legislature,  in  the  streets,  before 
thousands  of  bystanders.  We  marched  in  a  spirit  of 
heady  and  joyous  solidarity  and  sense  of  history.  We 
braved  public  ridicule,  incidents  of  physical  abuse, 
and  rotten  eggs,  in  order  to  announce  gay  struggle. 
And  --  although  we  plastered  downtown  Winnipeg  with 
posters  seeking  to  gather  support  —  we  did  not  meet 
you  there,  comrades. 

Maurice  J  Flood 


'I  should  hope  bo  too,  '  said  the  Mole  confidently.    'I  got  the  idea  when  I  went  into  the  kxtchen,   to  see  about 
Toad's  breakfast  being  kept  hot  for  him.  I  found  that  old  washerwoman-dress  that  he  came  home  in  yesterday 
hanging  on  a  towel-horse  before  vhe  fire.   So  I  put  it  on,  and  the  bonnet  as  well,  and  the  shawl,  and  off  I 
went  to  Toad  Ball,  as  bold  as  you  please.  ' 

From  The  Wind  in  the_  Willows  by  Kenneth  Gratiame. 
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Tom  Warner 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this  article  are  strictly 
those  of  the  author  and  do  not  reflect  the  official 
position  of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality. 


After  more  than  a  year  of  planning,  discussion,  and  hard 
work,  it  night  appear  that  the  second  National  Gay  Ele- 
tion  Coalition  accomplished  little.  Ony  45  written  re- 
ponses  were  received  to  the  NGEC  questionnaire  and  book- 
let from  the  many  hundreds  of  candidates  polled,  media 
coverage  was  less  than  minimal,  and  few  people  outside 
the  core  of  gay  politics  knew  about  the  effort.  Except 
for  the  few  questionnaires  and  even  fewer  verbal  state- 
ments obtained  from  candidates  and  national  party  lead- 
ers, we  have  no  real  way  of  determining  how  many  candi- 
dates actually  received  or  read  the  NGEC  materials. 
When  taken  together,  all  these  factors  could  be  cited 
as  indicating  not  only  the  failure  of  NGEC,  but  also  the 
futility  of  pursuing  similar  lobbying  activities  in  fut- 
ure. 

But  all  of  these  results  were  predictable.  What  should 
be  examined  is  whether  or  not  the  Coalition's  importance 
rested  more  upon  what  the  Canadian  gay  movement  learned 
from  it  than  upon  its  success  or  failure  in  terms  of 
legislative  changes. 


Party  support: 


mainly  from  the  left 

The  first  thing  that  can  be  said  of  the  effort  is  that 
we  have  a  very  long  way  to  go  in  educating  society  ab- 
out gay  oppression  and  the  laws  which  create  it.   It  is 
evident  from  the  responses  --  indeed,  from  the  lack  of 
them  --  that  politicians  and  the  public  at  large  do  not 
understand,  or  do  not  want  to  understand,  the  discrimin- 
ation encountered  by  homosexuals.  Although  the  booklet 
HOMOSEXUALS:   A  MINORITY  WITHOUT  RIGHTS   attempted  to 
outline  the  situation  i-  a  brief  and  easily  comprehen- 
sible manner,  it  nonetheless  still  required  that  the 
reader  have  some  basic  knowledge  of  the  need  to  legis- 
late against  discrimination.  Clearly,  much  hard  work 
and  time  must  be  spent  raising  the  collective  conscious- 
ness of  straight  Canadians  before  any  meaningful  chan- 
ges will  occur. 

We  also  learned  which  political  parties  offer  the  most 
possibilities  for  gay  people.  Of  the  established  par- 
ties, all  indications  point  overwhelmingly  to  the  New 
Democratic  Party  as  most  supportive  of  gay  rights. 
Several  times  during  the  election,  David  Lewis,  lead- 
er of  the  NDP,  stated  that  he  was  opposed  to  discrim- 
ination against  any  person  because  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion and  vaguely  indicated  that  his  party  would  com- 
mit itself  to  the  removal  of  all  discriminatory  laws. 
Others  in  his  party,  however,  were  more  specific  about 
what  actions  they  would  take  and  seemed  more  willing 
to  endorse  the  NGEC  proposals. 

The  Progressive  Conservative  Party  was  almost  uniform- 
ly against  changes  in  present  legislation.   In  fact, 
most  PC  candidates  were  so  reactionary  on  the  issue  of 
gay  rights  that  the  election  of  a  Tory  government  would 
certainly  be  disastrous  for  the  gay  movement.   Leader 
Robert  Stanfield  was  less  negative  than  most  of  his 
followers,  recognising  that  homosexuality  was  not  just 
grounds  for  discrimination.  However,  he  was  quick  to 
add  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  changing  any  of  the 
existing  laws  against  homosexuality. 

The  Liberal  Party  seemed  somewhere  in  between  these  two 
positions.   Host  Liberal  candidates,  when  questioned, 
made  sweeping  statements  about  abhorring  discrimination 
against  any  person,  but  refused  to  commit  themselves  to 
a  specific  course  of  action.   Prime  Minister  Trudeau 
was  surprisingly  more  conservative  than  his  colleagues, 
arrogantly  dismissing  gay  rights  by  declaring  that  ho- 
mosexuals, not  sufficiently  grateful  for  the  changes 
resulting  from  the  1969  Omnibus  Bill,  deserved  no  more 
consideration  at  this  time. 


Prime  Minister  Trudeau  was  confronted  by  gay  demon- 
strators at  an  election  rally   in  Guelph. 

The  most  positive  support  came  from  leftist  parties 
particularly  the  Revolutionary  Marxist  Group.  Almost 
unanimously,  candidates  from  left-wing  parties  gave  full 
support  to  the  struggle  for  gay  rights,  indicating  that 
perhaps  the  gay  movement  should  more  closely  align  it- 
self with  the  left  in  future.   The  logic  of  this  becomes 
more  apparent  when  one  considers  that  the  Toronto  GATE 
all-candidates  meeting  was  boycotted  and  nearly  sabot- 
aged by  the  two  large  parties,  and  attended  only  by 
NDP  and  leftist  candidates. 

Nor  were  the  events  at  this  meeting  isolated  ones.   In- 
deed, it  was  in  the  realm  of  public  meetings  that  the 
Coalition  made  its  greatest  impact.  Through  this  method, 
we  not  only  learned  the  attitudes  and  prejudices  of  in- 
dividual candidates  running  for  Parliament,  but  we  were 
also  able  to  vividly  demonstrate  the  sort  of  discrimin- 
ation and  hostility  which  gay  people  must  face  every  day. 
On  many  occasions  throughout  the  campaign,  gay  liberat- 
ionists  at  public  meetings  were  confronted  with  jeers, 
verbal  abuse,  and  on  one  such  occasion  in  Toronto,  even 
physical  attacks  by  members  of  the  audience.  Such  in- 
cidents, although  unpleasant,  did  more  to  focus  public 
attention  upon  the  issue  of  gay  rights  than  any  other 
activities  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Nation- 
al Gay  Election  Coalition. 


Proposals  receive 

mixed  response 

As  far  as  the  ten  proposals  put  forwarded  in  the  Coalit- 
ion's questionnaire  are  concerned,  the  results  will  help 
to  determine  what  the  immediate  priorities  of  the  move- 
ment should  be.   From  the  thirty-four  returned  question- 
naires and  eleven  written  responses,  it  is  evident  that 
the  question  calling  for  the  removal  from  the  Immigrat- 
ion Act  of  all  references  to  homosexuals  and  'homosex- 
ualism' received  the  most  support.   Following  closely 
behind  were  the  questions  relating  to  regulations  gov- 
erning employment  practices  in  the  Civil  Service  and 
Armed  Forces,  federally  financed  housing,  and  employment 
in  the  private  sector.   The  question  dealing  with  the 
inclusion  of  the  term  'sexual  orientation'  in  the  Cana- 
dian Bill  of  Rights  also  received  many  favourable  replies, 
but  because  of  the  controversial  nature  and  relative  in- 
effectiveness of  the  Bill,  most  candidates  felt  that 
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this  measure  would  be  of  little  assistance  in  preventing 
discrimination. 

These  results  indicate  that  the  gay  movement  should  con- 
centrate its  immediate,  short-tenn  energies  on  legislat- 
ive changes  in  these  four  or  five  areas,  as  there  seems 
to  be  less  resistance  to  them  than  to  changes  in  the  Cri- 
minal Code.  One  explanation  for  this  may  be  that  employ- 
ment, housing,  and  immigration  can  more  readily  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  basic  issue  of  civil  rights. 

Unfortunately,  there  seems  to  be  far  less  support  for 
changes  in  the  anti-gay  sections  of  the  Criminal  Code. 
The  questions  on  Sections  155 (Buggery) ,  156  (Gross  In- 
decency) ,  and  157  (Indecent  Assault) ,  received  the  few- 
est favourable  responses.   In  addition,  many  candidates 
seemed  unfamiliar  with  the  wording  and  intent  of  these 
sections,  resulting  in  a  correspondingly  high  number 
who  replied  tnat  they  were  undecided  or  who  left  the 
question  unanswered.  These  disturbing  results  indicate 
that  much  of  the  movement's  long-term  educational  efforts 
must  be  directed  toward  winning  support  for  the  repeal 
of  these  sections  by  showing  how  their  existence  still 
equates  homosexuality  with  criminal  behaviour,  the  1969 
amendments  notwithstanding. 


The  federal  parliament  buildings  in  Ottawa  wev 
gutted  by  fire  in  1916.   Will  they  burn  again? 


The  question  on  the  age  of  consent  was  also  not  well  re- 
ceived. Although  more  respondents  stated  that  they  fav- 
oured dropping  all  age  of  consent  laws  as  opposed  to  in- 
stituting a  uniform  age  of  consent  for  non-violent  sexual 
acts,  the  large  number  of  undecided  responses  probably 
means  that  most  did  not  understand  the  question.   In  re- 
trospect it  looks  as  if  dividing  the  question  up  into 
two  parts  only  confused  the  issue  as  few  candidates  were 
able  to  grasp  the  subtle  differences  in  wording.   In  fact, 
many  who  replied  affirmatively  to  this  question  objected 
to  other  changes  because  they  felt  that  "minors"  would 
not  be  sufficiently  protected.  One  of  the  priorities  of 
any  future  coalition  must  be  to  resolve  the  age  of  con- 
sent issue  once  and  for  all.  Transferring  the  divisions 
of  gay  community  onto  a  questionnaire  of  this  kind  only 
obscures  the  matter  further  in  the  minds  of  politicians. 

Another  position  which  must  be  clarified  is  that  relating 
to  Section  169  (Indecent  Acts  in  a  Public  Place).  The 
replies  to  this  question  were  typical  for  those  to  the 
other  sections  of  the  Criminal  Code  in  so  far  as  positive 
and  negative  responses  are  concerned.   However,  many  felt 
that  the  definition  offered  for  a  "private  place"  was 
still  too  vague  and  imprecise  to  act  a^  a  deterrent  against 


Harassment.  This  would  suggest  that  a  better  definition 
has  to  be  found. 


Gay  solidarity  lacking 

As  for  the  growth  of  solidarity  within  the  gay  community, 
the  latest  NGEC  demonstrated  the  need  for  greater  co-op- 
eration between  groups  all  across  the  country.  Of  the 
twenty  organisations  which  pledged  themselves  to  NGEC, 
only  five  failed  to  live  up  to  their  commitments.  Com- 
pared to  the  tiny  number  who  actively  participated  in 
the  first  coalition,  this  must  surely  be  considered  as  a 
sign  of  progress.  Still,  the  second  National  Gay  Elect- 
ion Coalition,  like  the  first,  was  severely  handicapped  by 
a  couple  of  groups  in  crucial  areas  of  the  country.  East 
of  Ontario  the  coalition  was  virtually  inoperative  with 
only  three  responses  in  total  received  from  candidates  in 
Quebec  and  the  Haritimes.  Of  the  two  groups  in  Montreal, 
one  proved  to  be  non-existent  and  the  other,  totally  dis- 
organised and  unreliable.  Consequently,  it  has  never  been 
determined  whether  or  not  candidates  were  even  polled  in 
Quebec.  NGEC  was  further  weakened  in  this  province  be- 
cause no  French  language  organisation  belonged  to  it. 
In  the  Maritimes,  internal  strife  in  the  regional  co-or- 
dinating organisation  left  it  unable  to  distribute  the 
NGEC  materials  and  GATE  Toronto  had  to  take  on  this  task. 
This  caused  a  disastrous  delay  in  distributing  the  lit- 
erature and  meant  that  candidates  in  the  region  were  pol- 
led so  late  in  the  campaign  that  all  prospects  for  res- 
ponses were  severely  diminished.   If  undertakings  such 
as  this  are  to  be  truly  national  in  scope  they  must  in- 
volve reliable  organisations  from  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try.  Weak  or  undependable  groups  only  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  the  effort  as  a  whole. 


Serious  shortcomings 


From  a  strictly  political  viewpoint,  then,  the  National 
Gay  Election  Coalition  of  1974  was  less  than  successful. 
This  is  mainly  because  NGEC  was  a  temporary  organisation 
meant  solely  for  an  election,  with  everything  depending 
upon  the  ability  of  the  participants  to  distribute  the 
materials  within  a  few  weeks.  Given  the  great  amount 
of  time,  money,  and  advance  planning  which  went  into  the 
coalition,  this  hardly  seemed  to  be  worthwhile.   Indeed, 
many  candidates  expressed  the  opinion  that  election  cam- 
paigns are  too  short  and  too  hectic  to  allow  sufficient 
time  tb  study  the  proposals  and  state  a  position  on  them. 
Many  others  stated  that  they  received  so  many  different 
questionnaires  during  the  election  that  they  found  it 
difficult  to  reply  to  them  all.  Although  these  may  only 
have  been  convenient  excuses  for  not  responding  in  de- 
tail to  the  NGEC  proposals,  they  are  nonetheless  critic- 
isms that  should  be  taken  seriously. 
What  all  of  this  points  to  is  the  need  for  establishing 
a  more  specifically  defined,  permanent  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  designed  to  carry  on  the  struggle  between  el- 
ections as  well  as  during  them.  In  this  way,  time  and  en- 
ergies would  not  be  wasted  on  brief,  uneffective  under- 
takings at  election  time.  Such  an  organisation  was  en- 
dorsed in  principle  at  the  recent  Winnipeg  conference 
and  it  can  only  be  hoped  that  the  knowledge  and  expert- 
ise acquired  as  a  result  of  two  NGEC  efforts  will  form 
the  basis  on  which  such  a  new  coalition  can  grew.  Per- 
haps it  is  in  this  respect  that  NGEC  will  have  been  most 
useful.  Indeed,  it  may  well  prove  that  the  Natioaal 
Gay  Election  Coalition  was  a  necessary,  if  not  partic- 
ularly noteworthy,  occurrence  in  the  evolution  of  the 
gay  rights  movement  in  Canada.   ■ 

Pleaee  refer  to  the  news  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
for  a  detailed  break-down  of  the  results  of  the  NGEC 
quest ionnaire . 
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Lavender  Jane  Loves  Women 

In  the  past  few  years,  one  of  the  few  groups  which 
de^lt  with  sexism  forthrightly  was  Joy  of  Cooking  (Clo- 
ser to  the  Ground).  The  lyrics  were  my  first  experience 
of  women  writing  popular  music  and  addressing  other  wo- 
men as  someone  sharing  a  common  reality. 

But  as  much  as  the  words  of  Toni  Brown  encouraged 
women  to  take  control  of  their  emotional,  sexual  and  so- 
cial destinies 

I  got  to  get  my  life  together 

Can't  keep  on  dreamin' 

Got  to  learn  to  face  deception 

And  understand  the  schemin'   * 
her  lyrics  never  struck  me  as  becoming  the  vanguard  of 
sexual  consciousness.  "Lavender  Jane  Loves  Women",  how- 
ever, comfortably  celebrates  the  cultural  identity  of 
the  'woman-identified-woman'.   In  the  words  of  Mix 
Dobkin  who  composed  most  of  the  songs  on  their  first 
album,  "my  music  comes  from  and  belongs  to  women  ex- 
periencing women." 

The  three  members  of  Lavender  Jane  are  women,   me 
combination  of  Mix  Dobkin  singing  and  playing  the  gui- 
tar, Kay  Gardner  playing  flute,  and  Patches  Attorn  on 
bass  backed  up  vocally  by  the  Great  Matriarchal  Reunion, 
gives  the  entire  album  a  mellow,  flowing  quality. 

In  most  women's  music,  to  break  down  the  de-human- 
izing qualities  of  macho-music,  the  lyrics  are  the  most 
obvious  place  to  start.  Traditionally,  women's  lyrics 
have  coveted  the  subject  of  pain  as  one  of  the  few  le- 
gitimate expressions  of  themselves.  "Lavender  Jane  , 
however,  exalts  in  the  positive  energy  of  loving  other 
women. 

Glory  to  Her  for  the  joy  in  living 

and  praise  be  Her  power 

Her  tender  care 

forever  in  beauty 

Her  light  shines  upon  me 

the  blessing  of  precious  woman  love. 
These  lyrics  are  powerful  without  being  abrasive, 
even  graceful; 

Because  she's  a  woman 

she  doesn't  try  to  change  me 

she  knows  and  understands  a  woman's  ways 

I  feel  so  free 

to  be  what  she  sees  in  me 
it's  so  easy  to  be  her  lover 

because  she's  a  woman. 
But  the  real  gut  issues  come  across  in  songs  such  as 
'Talking  Lesbian"  and  "View  from  Gay  Head"  where_we  are 

told: 

If  you  want  higher  consciousness 
I'll  tell  you  what  to  do 
you  got  to  talk  to  a  woman 
get  her  to  talk  to  you 
you  got  to  build  you  a  union  and 
make  it  strong 
and  if  we  all  stick  together 
girls  it  won't  be  long... 
The  lesbian-feminist  politics  of  "Lavender  Jane"  are  in- 
tertwined with  their  music  —  they  make  demands, 
the  men  are  them 
the  women  are  we 

they  agree  it's  a  pleasure  to  be  a  lesbian 
lesbian,  lesbian,  any  woman  can  be  a  lesbian 
Their  musical  versatility  is  expressed  throughout 
the  album,  e.g.  speak-easy-jaz:  in  "Fantasy  Girl",  and 
Scottish  and  Macedonian  ballads  in  "Eppie  Mome"  and 
"Jovanno".  Alix  Dobkin's  vocal  exercises  in  "Yells  , 
and  as  a  prelude  to  "Beware  Young  Ladies",  seems  to  en- 
large rather  than  define  the  expressive  qualities  of  the 
album.  .   „. 

For  me,  the  album  is  as  easy  to  listen  to  as  breath- 
ing;  it  could  be  danced,  it  could  be  sung,  its  clarity 
is  perfect.  This  women's  collective,  the  Women's  Wax 
Works,  Great  Matriarchal  Reunion  et  al,  have  challenged 
mermerising,  savage  male  music  with  a  positive  alterna- 
tive —  "Lavender  Jane  Loves  Women'  . 


from  top:  Alix  Dobkin,  Kay  Gardner,  Patches  Attorn 
("Lavender  Jane  Loves  Women"  is  available  from  the 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  12  Kensington  Ave.,  Toronto. 
Or  by  mail  order:  $5.25  plus  37*  tax,  20*  for  handling 
plus  postage  —  send  $6.00  and  be  safe!) 
•From  "Closer  to  the  Ground",  by  Joy  of  Cooking,  Brown, 
Bear  Publ.,  1969,  ASCAP. 

All  other  lyrics  from  "Lavender  Jane  Loves  Women  , 
Women's  Music  Network,  (Women's  Wax  Works),  1974. 
Reprinted  from  The  Other  Woman,  August  1974. 


Pat  Normington 


Porno   Propaganda 


In  an  otherwise  dry  summer  for  cinema  Rochedales 
Wet  Dream  Film  Festival  Prided  welcome  relief  featur- 
ing such  heretofore  unseen  classics  as  "Deep  Throat   and 
"Tne  Devil  in  Miss  Jones",  along  with  "Bijou"  and  Boys 
in  the  Sand".  No  comment  on  the  latter  two  fzlms,  «hich 
were  reviewed  in  an  earlier  issue,  and  have  been  boring 

"-'  ^b^fJ^o^   ^traborev"^  Iran* 
rT^iOu^charact&n  preclude  the  emotional 

at  how  much  bigger  the  cocks  are  S°i"8  t°  Set 

By  comparison,  the  relative  "ch"lcal„s"p"'°"2ed 
and  drLatic  sophistication  in  "Miss  Jones"  «™°"«™»? 
that  a  touch  of  invention  and  some  degree  of  character! 
zation  carl  transform  a  chain  of  empty  sexual  encounters 
into  a  truly  erotic  entertainment.  ,„„.,,., 

The  film  begins  as  Miss  Jones,  lone  and  love  ess, 
prepares  for  her  gory  suicide  in  a  warm  bath   L««J 
in  purgatory,  she  discovers  that  heaven's  gates  are  for 
ever  closed  because  of  her  one  earth  y  sin,  but  that 
Sell  might  be  persuaded  to  take  her  if  she  ««^ff'her 
ciently  wicked.  From  that  moment  when  she  confesses  ne 
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brazen  wish  to  return  one  more  tine  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  committing  lust,  Hiss  Jones  endears  herself  to  us  all. 
She  does  commit  lust  too,  and  her  sex  scenes  are  so 
fraught  with  joyous  abandon  that  even  the  most  graphic 
heterosexual  closeups  are  titillating. 

Like  "Deep  Throat",  however,  this  film  is  shameless- 
ly and  irritatingly  geared  for  a  straight  male  audience. 
Even  the  obligatory  lesbian  scene  was  merely  a  'kinky' 
sexual  interlude,  titillating  in  its  depiction  of  woman 
drawn  to  forbidden  sex  by  her  own  carnality.   Implicit 
is  the  prevalent  male  assumption  that  woman  is  controlled 
by  and  through  her  body,  and  thus,  easily  dominated  by 
superior  male  sexuality.  This  view  informs  both  films, 
where  the  penis  assumes  the  status  of  an  idol,  exacting 
sexual  tribute  from  its  female  worshippers.  Linda  Love- 
lace's sexuality  is  magically  restored  to  her  by  a  phal- 
lus after  she  goes  down  on  it  deeply  enough.  Miss  Jones' 
introduction  to  sex  is  dispassionately  administered  by 
her  sneering  "instructor";  but  once  tamed,  she  cannot 
cram  his  cock  into  her  every  orifice  fast  enough,  while 
he  smugly  suggests  ways  she  can  heighten  his  pleasure. 
A  later  scene  depicts  her  and  another  woman,  mouths  bu- 
sily paying  homage  to  the  instructor's  crotch  and  almost 
fighting  one  another  for  possession  of  his  cock.  Miss 
Jones  graduates  through  garden  hoses  and  snakes  to  her 
supreme  act  of  lust  when  she  has  simultaneous  intercourse 
with  two  men,  one  anal,  the  other  vaginal. 

Like  so  much  of  recent  popular  culture,  these  films 
pretend  to  glorify  a  liberated  sexuality,  but  in  effect, 
they  merely  exalt  the  social  ideal  of  male  dominance  by 
presenting  it  in  its  crudest  form. 

Ironically,  it  turns  out  that  in  real  life,  the  ac- 
tress playing  Miss  Jones  is  lesbian;   and  furthermore, 
that  the  woman  with  whom  she  has  sex  is  her  lover.  That 
may  explain  why  the  lesbian  scene,  a  wordless  and  gently 
erotic  encounter,  was  the  most  satisfying  and  realistic 
scene  in  the  film.   Despite  what  one  might  feel  about 
Miss  Jones'  gay  consciousness,  here  is  one  woman  who  has 
most  definitely  not  been  straightened  out  by  a  good 
stiff  onei 

Robert  Trow 
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Upcoming  Events 

Toronto  gay  artist  Darryl  Tonkin  will  present  a 
unique  exhibit  of  all  of  his  uncompleted  works,   at  the 
KAA  gallery,   4   Kensington  Ave.,   from  November  11-29. 
The  exhibit   follows  the  thematic  metamorphosis  of  Ton- 
kin's work  from  heterosexuality  through  surrealism,   to 
an  explicitly  gay  approach.     Tonkin's  art  has  been 
featured  in  a  photo-essay  in  issue  #7  of  The  Body  Po- 
litic. 


"Hosanna",   Michel  Tremblay's  highly  successful 
play  about  the  relationship  between  a  drag  queen  and 
her  leather  boyfriend,   will  open  on  Broadway  October  14. 
This   is  the  first  Canadian  production  of  any  play  to 
reach  Broadway  since  the    'SO's,    and  as   such,   is  a  major 
break  for  actors  Richard  Monette  and  Richard  Donat.   The 
production  leaves  after  an  extended  run   in  Toronto,   where 
it  was   extremely  well  received  by  critics  and  public 
alike. 


4^ 


QBy  Ibaratjon  press 


an  Australian  homosexual   magaz- 
ine dealing  with   ideas  about 
gay   liberation 

12   issues  subscrlotion   (2nd 
class  airmail   to  Canada  &  usa) 
AJ10.00 

send  to:  gay  liberation  oress, 
o.o.  box  A76,  Sydnev  Sth,  2000, 
nsv,   Australia 


REASONABLE  MATES  T40  B*t  Simti 

Male  tourists  welcone 
Massage  Therapy 
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Charmed  Circle:  Letters  of  Alice  B.  Toklas.  Edward 
Burns,  Ed,  Liveright,  New  York,  1973,  426  pages.  $12.45. 


Staying  On  Alone:Certrude  Stein  and  Company,  James 
Mellow,  Praeger,  New  York,  1974,  528  pages,  $14.95. 


/Ylice  B.  Toklas  has  long  been  dismissed  as  a  minor 
element  in  the  Gertrude  Stein  story,  the  faithful  "com- 
panion", ever  present  but  never  presented,  certainly 
tangential  to  the  study  of  a  genius.  Two  recent  books 
of  note  have  helped  to  give  this  enigmatic  woman  a  sub- 
stance and  a  personality. 

That  Gertrude  and  Alice  were  lovers  and  not  merely 
companions  is  an  assumption  which  informs  Charmed  Circle 
throughout.   Biographer  Mellow  does  his  best  to  pene- 
trate the  screen  of  their  private  lives.  Long  treated 
as  privileged  information,  cared  for  by  discreet  and 
loyal  friends,  their  lesbianism  is  more  obvious  than  do- 
cumented. Much  remains  to  be  said,  one  feels,  and  Mel- 
low has  made  the  opening  remarks.  The  obstacles  are  un- 
doubtedly numerous.  Alice  herself  contributed  to  the 
conspiracy  of  silence.  Of  an  early  biographer/critic 
she  said,  "I  got  him  to  exclude  me  from  his  book  because 
the  atmosphere  of  Baby's  (Alice's  affectionate  name  for 
Gertrude)  home  was  a  private  matter." 

The  collection  of  Alice's  tetters,  Staying  On 
Alone,  can  serve  as  an  antidote  to  an  overdose  of  Ger- 
trude" Stein,  genius.  However,  its  intrinsic  value  is 
limited,  since  an  appreciation  of  it  depends  on  some 
prior  knowledge  of.  the  lives  of  the  two  women.   It  is 
best  read,  then,  in  conjunction  with  Charmed  Circle. 

The  death  of  Gertrude  Stein  was  a  blow  from  which 
Alice  never  fully  recovered,  although  she  was  to  live 
21  years  longer.  The  sequence  of  her  correspondence 
with  friends  chronicles  the  slow,  difficult  fading  of 
the  powerful  Stein  image,  from  that  first  sharp  ellip- 
sis of  pain:  "Gertrude  died  this  morning.   I  am  writ- 
ing," to  the  decreasingly  frequent  nostalgic  allusions 
to  their  lives  together.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
the  letter  writing  became  important  to  her,  the  concern 
of  friends  a  continual  support  in  her  solitude.   It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  collection  is  incomplete;  Virgil 
Thomson,  for  example,  a  close  friend,  was  never  approach- 
ed to  contribute  his  correspondence. 

Although  the  topics  are  varied,  certain  of  them 
appear  perhaps  too  frequently.  It  must  be  said,  final- 
ly, that  the  concerns  for  drafty  rooms  and  ailing  pood- 
les, inept  French  plumbers  and  recalcitrant  femes  de 
mSnage  does  not-  sustain  our  interest.  It  is  only  when 
she  chooses  to  exhume  the  people  and  events  of  the  past 
that  Alice  and  her  letters  really  come  to  life. 

We  discover  that  she  had  very  definite  ideas  and 
assessments  of  people.  A  capricious  prude  and  arbiter 
of  decorum,  Alice  rarely  thought  it  necessary  to  elab- 
orate on  the  reasons  for  her  frequently  harsh  judge- 
ments. They  were  arbitrary  and  they  were  final.  Mel- 
low records  occasions  on  which  Alice-was  absolutely 
brutal  in  her  excising  of  offending  members  from  the 
Stein/Toklas  circle.  One  young  poet,  after  a  social 
evening  in  which  he  had  proposed,  in  effect,  to  dump 
his  pregnant  bride  on  their  hands  for  a  summer  in  the 
country,  was  informed  abruptly  by  telephone  the  next 
morning  "Your  pretension  is  unpardonable.   You  must  not 
come  to  the  house  or  wTite,  for  neither  visit  nor  letter 
will  be  accepted.   We  want  never  to  see  you  again." 
The  bang  of  the  receiver  reinforced  the  finality. 

Alice  was  in  part  protecting  the  routine  of  Ger- 
trude's life,  in  order  that  she  could  write  without  in- 
terruption. She  had  dedicated  her  life  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  conditions  conducive  to  the  flowering  of  Ger- 
trude's talent  and,  later,  to  the  supervision  and  care 
of  the  volumes  of  unpublished  works.   It  is  clear  that, 
although  Alice  possessed  considerable  intelligence  and 
critical  ability,  she  subordinated  her  talents  totally 
to  Gertrude's  pursuit  of  la  gloire.     The  conscious  step 
backward  soon  became  habitual  self-effacement.  A  clue 
to  her  essential  personality  is  found  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten in  19S2,  regarding  the  death  of  the  beloved  poodle 
Basket,  a  constant  reminder  of  her  life  v  i ' h  Gertrude; 


"But  we  do  love  clothes  dent  we"  —  Alice  B.   Toklas  t 
Gertrude  Stein,   London,    1936.    (Photo:  Sir  Cecil  Beaton) 

"And  so  it  is  the  beginning  of  living  for  the  rest  of 
my  days  without  anyone  who  is  dependent  upon  me  for 
anything . " 

The  security  which  Alice  had  once  found  in  Gertrude 
she  later  sought  in  Catholicism  to  which  she  was  con- 
verted in  1958.   It  seemed  to  alleviate  the  feeling 
that  there  was  "no  direction  to  anything,  just  milling 
around  in  the  dark."   It  brought  most  importantly,  a 
belief  in  an  afterlife  in  which  she  and  Gertrude  would 
be  reunited. 

Yet  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  view  the  Stein-Tok- 
las  relationship  as  radically  unequal  in  commitment. 
Although  their  first  meetings  in  Paris  are  shrouded  by 
Alice's  coyness  and  sense  of  propriety,  it  is  apparent 
that  Gertrude  had  become  immediately  captivated.   In- 
capable of  concealing  her  agitation,  she  hesitated  not 
a  moment  in  telling  her  love.  And  many  years  later, 
while  on  an  afternoon  motoring  jaunt  in  the  country  with 
a  young  painter,  Gertrude  suddenly  said,  "We  must  be 
getting  back  to  Alice.   If  I'm  away  from  her  long  I  get 
low  in  my  mind."  They  were,  in  fact,  never  to  be  apart 
for  any  significant  period  throughout  their  38  years  of 
association. 

Mellow,  through  an  analysis  of  Stein's  first  seri- 
ous writing,  all  on  lesbian  themes,  demonstrates  how 
this  vital  force  awakened  the  bored  medical  student  to 
the  possibilities  of  life.  The  story  Q.E.D.  is  clearly 
a  therapeutic  attempt  to  deal  with  an  intense  affair 
with  another  woman.   In  the  same  period,  Gertrude  made 
her  decision  to  abandon  medical  school  and,  soon  after, 
moved  to  Paris  to  live  with  her  brother  Leo  in  the 
famous  rue  du  Fleurus  apartment.  The  year  was  1903  and 
Stein  was  29.  She  felt  she  had,  figuratively,  come  of 
age  and  was  ready  to  "exchange  a  great  dim  possibility 
for  a  small  hard  reality."  She  would  devote  her  life 
to  writing. 

Mellow  recalls  vividly  the  excitement  of  the  artis- 
tic circles  which  revolved  around  Gertrude  Stein.  He 
examines  the  reasons  for  her  remarkable  durability.  She 
instinctively  sought  the  young  of  several  generations. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  century  it  was  the  vanguard  ar- 
tists of  the  modernist  movement  in  Paris;   in  the  twen- 
ties, the  young  writers,  journalists  and  editors  of  the 
little  magazines,  the  expatriates;   in  the  thirties, 
the  college  students  to  whom  she  lectured  on  her  Ameri- 
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can  tour;  and  in  the  forties,  the  American  G.I.'s  of 
the  Second  World  War.   Intensely  conservative  and  poli- 
tically naive  in  most  areas,  Stein  dissected  the  English 
language  and  experimented  daringly  with  its  pieces.   It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  obscuring  repetitions  of 
her  prose  will  ever  become  accessible  to  many.  Certain- 
ly her  works  have  never  been  more  available  and  in  the 
popular  editions  she  herself  wanted  and  was  denied  in 
her  lifetime.   Few  concerned  with  writing,  however, 
would  deny  her  breathtaking  iconoclasm  and  disregard 
for  the  orthodoxy  of  language. 

Gertrude's  vast  output  would  not  have  been  possible 
without  certain  prerequisites.  It  required  being  cared 
for  in  everyday  matters,  a  task  Alice  did  consummately 
well.  It  required  freedom  from  financial  worries.  An 
unearned  and  regular  income  from  family  investments  in- 
sured a  more  than  adequate  standard  of  living.  And,  as 
Gertrude  further  elaborated  "It  takes  a  lot  of  time  to 
be-a  genius,  you  have  to  sit  around  so  much  doing  noth- 
ing." 

When  only  Gertrude  (and  undoubtedly  Alice)  was  sure 
of  this  genius,  such  pronouncements  seemed  grandly  de- 
lusory. But  as  her  reputation  and  impact  grew,  few  who 
came  in  contact  with  her  disputed  the  assertion.   Physi- 
cally commanding,  a  large  woman  with  a  striking  head 
(made  yet  more  startling  by  the  closely  cropped  hair 
style  of  her  later  years)  Gertrude  "gave  the  impression 
of  an  irresistable  force  disguised  as  ah  immovable  ob- 
ject." 

Should  we  expect  this  lesbian  couple,  raised  to 
almost  mythic  proportions  in  literary  history,  to  ex- 
press a  view  of  homosexuality  which  reflects  the  enduring 
health  of  their  relationship?  It  could,  of  course,  be 
argued  that  such  prolonged  monogamy  was  itself  not  a 
positive  thing.  However,  their  relationship  seems  more 
complex  and  unique  than  its  husband-wife  pattern  might 
superficially  suggest;   and  it  was  undeniably  product- 
ive for  both.  Stein's  early  stories  are  positive  and 
deal  honestly  with  the  homosexual  emotions  involved. 
But  the  issues  are  not  resolved,  remain  stalemated,  and 
the  characters  wrestle  heavily  with  the  moral  implica- 


"Portrait  of  Alice  B.    Toklas,"  By   Dora  Moor 
Oil.  Paris.   1952 


It  has  been  suggested  that  Stein's  opacity  of  style 
was  a  device  to  obscure  the  initially  undisguised  les- 
bian sensibility.  Although  it  would  be  simplistic  to 
see  the  style  as  the  massive  attenuation  of  a  single 
motive,  the  theory  may  not  be  without  some  validity. 
Textual  analysis  in  support  of  it  would  be  an  exercise 
frought  with  difficulty,  and  Mellow  ventures  cautiously 
in  this  direction.  Stein  may  also  have  been  partially 
victim  of  a  dichotomous  male-female  view  of  reality, 
since  she  is  often  masculine-identified  in  her  later 
work,  saw  a  male  force  as  the  source  of  her  energy,  and 
rejected  traditional  feminine  attire.  There  is  some 
evidence,  however,  that  she  saw  it  all  as  a  unique  ex- 
pression of  her  personality  and  her  genius,  rather  than 
a  butch  stereotype  to  imitate.  Certainly,  neither  she 
nor  Toklas  failed  to  recognise  the  anxieties  behind 
Hemingway's  cult  of  machismo. 

Hemingway,  unfortunately,  is  the  only  one,  in  A 
Moveable  Feast,  to  have  recorded  Stein's  general  pro- 
nouncements on  homosexuality.  He  was  clearly  intent 
on  retaliatory  character  assassination,  stung  by  her 
comments  about  him  in  The  Autobiography  of  Alice  B. 
Tok 1 as ■  Stein,  in  an  apparent  effort  to  combat  Heming- 
way's prejudices  about  homosexuality,  contrasts  lesbian 
love  and  male  homosexual  love.  She  finds  males  want- 
ing, their  sexual  acts  perverse  and  disgusting,  the 
participants  unstable.  Women  in  love,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  attracted  for  the  right  reasons  and  are  happy 
in  consequence.  Hemingway's  later  feigned  incredulity 
upon  overhearing  a  harsh  quarrel  between  Alice  and 
Gertrude  is  contrived  to  make  the  reader,  somehow,  ex- 
perience a  revelation  about  Gertrude's  character.   It 
succeeds  merely  in  revealing  his  own  small  mindedness. 

Alice,  typically,  appeared  to  disdain  any  interest 
in  sex  at  all,  finding  Truman  Capote's  sex  life  "bore- 
some"  and  the  Kinsey  reports  "too  hopelessly  dull." 

Being  lesbians,  women,  WTiters,  Jews,  American  ex- 
patriates, even  at  one  time  enemy  aliens,  Stein  and 
Toklas  might  be  expected  to  have  been  more  sensitive  to 
the  question  of  minority  rights.   But  neither  women  were 
ever  recorded  as  expressing  indignation  about  social 
abuses.  Gertrude's  depiction,  for  example,  of  the 
psychology  of  a  black  woman  in  the  "Melanctha"  section 
of  Three  Lives  is  acutely  handled,  but  the  emphasis  is 
on  the  individual's  unique  problems  rather  than  those 
resulting  from  her  racial  oppression.  The  upper-middle 
class  upbringing  of  the  two  women  prepared  them  for  a 
life  of  "necessary  luxury",  but  it  also  meant  a  kind 
of  freedom  in  which,  for  example,  reluctant  matrimony 
was  not  a  prerequisite  for  survival.   Presumably  pri- 
vilege and  a  widely  tolerant  milieu  insulated  them  from 
any  direct  confrontation.   But  it  must  be  said  in  their 
defence  that  they  never  made  any  attempt  to  disguise 
their  sexual  life  style  and  those  willing  to  see  could 
not  be  deceived.   They  never,  however,  spoke  publicly 
of  it  either.  We  can  indict  them  in  the  abstract  for 
that,  but  any  knowledge  of  their  life  and  times  would 
not  allow  us  to  seriously  expect  such  uncharacteristic 
behaviour. 


Edward  Jackson 


Different1  An  Anthology  of  Homosexual  Short  Stories, 
Stephen  Wright,  Ed.,  Burton  Books,  New  York,  394  pages, 
$1.95. 


The  editor's  introduction  informs  us  that  "virtual- 
ly every  known  story  of  substance  published  on  homophile 
themes  since  1900  —  and  some  prior  to  that  date"  have 
been  examined  before  deciding  on  the  two  dozen  selected. 
Slim  pickings  then.  Several  classics  are  included 
(James*  "The  Pupil",  Lawrence's  "The  Prussian  Officer", 
Anderson's  "Hands",  de  Maupassant's  "Paul's  Mistress") 
along  with  some  good  recent  work  (like  Hansen's  "Snow- 
fall" and  "Vidal's  "Three  Stratagems")  and  quite  a  few 
clinkers.  Two  stories  ("The  Priest  and  the  Acolyte" 
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The  Lesbian  Myth,  Betty  Wysor,  Random  House,  New  York, 
1974,  438  pages,  $12.95. 


The  Lesbian  myth,  according  to  American  free-lancer 
Bettie  Wysor,  is  the  age-old  view  of  lesbianism  as  im- 
moral, unnatural  and  intrinsically  incompatible  with  a 
healthy  and  productive  lifestyle.  Ms.Wysor's  comprehen- 
sive search  for  the  origins  of  society's  sexual  bias 
provides  few  startling  insights,  but  it  is  well-documen- 
ted, if  long-winded,  and  written  with  an  intelligent  ob- 
jectivity one  does  not  always  find  in  straight  writers 
(or  so  one  assumes  of  her,  from  editorial  hints  to  that 
effect). 

The  first  of  two  sections  considers  the  roots  of 
homosexual  prejudice:  the  church,  biological  science, 
psychiatry  and  lesbian  literature.  The  church,  of 
course,  is  the  single  most  powerful  instigator  of  homo- 
sexual oppression,  and  for  this  reason,  cannot  be  over- 
looked by  any  serious  writer  on  the  subject.  However, 
it  is  difficult  to  justify  Ms.  Wysor' s  devoting  a  full* 
quarter  of  this  work  towards  explaining  how  the  scrip- 
tures have  been  misinterpreted  by  the  church  as  a  basis 
for  moral  condemnation  of  homosexuality,  particularly 
when  lesbianism  per  se  is  mentioned  only  once  in  the 
bible. 

More  pertinent  is  her  discussion  of  biological  mis- 
conceptions regarding  'natural*  behaviour.  Ms.  Wysor 
quite  correctly  points  out  that  attempts  to  demonstrate 
the  naturalness  of  homosexual  behaviour  by  citing  its 
widespread  incidence  in  the  animal  kingdom  have  dealt  al- 
most exclusively  with  male  animals,  quickly  dismissing 
female  homosexuality  as  a  male  response  in  a  female  body. 
Referring  to  Dr.  Prank  A.  Beach's  frequent  observations 
of  female  animals  mounting  one  another,  she  concludes 
that  such  activity  can  only  be  seen  as  the  expression  of 
a  genuine  sexual  attraction  between  two  females,  not 
merely  the  imitation  of  male  behaviour. 


THE  BL'DY  POI.l 


Ms.  Wysor's  discussion  of  lesbianism  in  literature 
catalogues  all  the  great  lesbian  writers  and  writings 
from  Sappho  through  Renee  Vivien  and  the  belle  epoque  to 
Mary  Renault  and  the  post  war  writers.  All  very  interes- 
ting, with  (once  again!)  pages  and  pages  on  Radclyffe 
Hall's  trial,  but  a  surprisingly  superficial  gloss  over 
Stein  and  Toklas.  News  to  me  is  the  apparent  glut  of 
17th-19th  century  novels,  all  very  second  rate  and  very 
second  hand  (the  authors  are  exclusively  male),  whose 
prurient  and  sensational  treatment  of  lesbianism  invar- 
iably ends  in  sordid  tragedy.   Like  much  of  today's  po- 
pular fiction  —  romances  and  detective  novels  in  par- 
ticular --  the  morality  informing  such  works  was  highly 
vindictive  toward  lesbianism  and  basically  negative  in 
its  attitude  toward  sex  in  general.  Widely  read  by  a 
largely  uninformed  and  impressionable  readership,  the 
adverse  effect  of  this  kind  of  literature  upon  indivi- 
dual and  collective  movements  toward  sexual  liberation 
can  only  be  guessed  at.  Until  recently,  popular  mora- 
lity forbade  any  positive  expression  of  the  lesbian  ex- 
perience, spectacularly  evidenced  in  Radclyffe  Hall's 
trial,  or,  more  subtly,  in  the  perverse  misinterpreta- 
tion of  Sappho, ^or  the  deliberate  English-language 
blackout  of  Renee  Vivien's  superb  erotic  poetry. 

Part  two  comprises  interviews  with  three  groups  of 
lesbians:  professional  establishment  figures,  gay  acti- 
vists, and  lesbian  mothers,  and  a  final  discussion  on 
lesbian  sexuality.  All  four  discussions  cry  out  for  se- 
vere editing  and  editorial  commentary.  Personal  testi- 
mony does  not  always  speak  for  itself  -  an  incredible 
exception  being  the  woman  in  the  first  interview  who 
enjoyed  having  doors  and  seats  held  for  her!  --  and  do- 
cile questionning  (again,  with  the  establishment  pro- 
fessionals) rarely  brings  forth  interesting,  honest  res- 
ponses. The  lesbian  mothers  I  found  more  thought-provo- 
king;  all  spoke  quite  openly,  as  their  unique  exper- 
ience seemed  to  have  made  them  more  aware  of  themselves 
and,  often,  more  defiant  of  society. 

Ms.  Wysor  seems  to  idealise  bisexuality  or  human- 
sexuality,  a  bias  occasionally  reflected  in  her  ques- 
tions and  earlier  theorizing.  Her  approach  to  lesbian- 
ism is  positive  and  interested,  though  very  basic;  best 
suited  for  the  straight  reader  or  uninformed  gay,  who 
may  yet  harbour  an  unexploded  myth  or  two. 


Robert  Trow 


With  Downcast  Gays,  Andrew  Hodges  and  David  Hutter, 
Pomegranate  Press,  165  Gloucester  Ave.,  London,  England, 
N.W.I,  40  pages,  20p. 


Since  this  is  a  book  about  attitudes,  it  is  appro- 
priate that  we  should  salute  the  authors  first.  The 
current  gay  lib  vogue  in  publishing  has  offered  until 
now  a  pretentious  array  of  volumes  filled  with  super- 
ficial reportage,  hasty  theorizing  and  above  all  fri- 
volous analysis. 

In  contrast,  these  forty  devastating  pages  sweep 
all  prior  rubbish  into  a  tidy  heap,  and  organise  the 
disposal.  What  we  are  left  with  is  a  splendid  mani- 
festo imbued  with  a  seriousness,  objectivity,  creati- 
vity and  sense  of  commitment  to  which  the  subject  of 
gay  liberation  is  entitled.  Small  wonder  that  With 
Downcast  Gays  has  caused  a  sensation  amongst  Canadian 
gay  liberationists. 

The  accomplishment  of  Andrew  Hodges  and  David  Hut- 
ter is  all  the  more  remarkable  for  the  fact  that,  un- 
like so  many  of  their  predecessors,  they  know  how  to 
write  in  the  English  language.  And  that's  an  under- 
statement.  With  Downcast  Gays  makes  political  educa- 
tion a  joyous  experience,  illustrating  its  points  with 
an  assortment  of  dazzling  one-liners:   commenting  on 
the  "faggot  joke"  of  straight  comedians  and  gay  closet 
queens,  the  authors  observe  that  "Wit  is  seldom  wasted 
on  us,  since  we  are  its  cheap  alternative." 

(continued  next  page) 
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With  Downcast  Gays  is  an  overview  of  the  pheno- 
menon of  homosexual  self-oppression  —  the  way  in  which 
we  reproduce  the  values  of  straight  society  amongst  our- 
selves. The  booklet  discusses  topics  as  diverse  as  male 
chauvinism  and  literary  elitism,  touching  on  liberalism, 
adaptionism,  patriotism  and  medical  obscurantism  en  route, 
to  name  but  a  few.   It  is  a  breathtaking  survey. 

Breathtaking,  too,  the  possibilities  presented  by 
this  publication,  which  is  more  a  "course  outline"  than 
a  definitive  text.   The  authors  themselves  delimit  their 
frame  of  reference:  "He  have  not  tried  to  formulate  a 
political  theory,  but  only  described  a  state  of  mind  in 
which  gay  people  can  approach  one  without  betraying  their 
gay  experience."  Although  this  is  an  entirely  commend- 
able motivation  --  creating  a  spirit  of  uncompromising 
defense  of  the  principles  of  gay  liberation  --  it  does 
present  problems  of  consistency  and  methodology.  More- 
over, With  Downcast  Gays  offers  ample  evidence  that  the 
authors  have  indeed  thought  through  the  theoretical  im- 
plications of  gay  liberation  and  have  organised  their 
thoughts  methodically.  We're  hopeful  that  they  will  com- 
plete their  work  in  a  later  publication  setting  down  some 
sort  of  ideological  infrastructure,  because  without  such 
a  foundation  their  ideas  can  be  successfully  challenged 
by  the  very  sophists  against  which  they  polemicise. 

But  the  lack  of  such  things  as  basic  ideology  does 
not  prevent  us  from  greeting  this  book  and  rejoicing  in 
most  of  its  novel  ideas.  The  confines  of  this  review  do 
not  permit  us  adequate  coverage  of  the  subject,  but  the 
extract  reproduced  elsewhere  in  this  issue  will  give 
readers  a  sampling. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  these  two  gay  thinkers  have 
taken  gay  liberation  literature  off  the  level  of  apolo- 
gies, platitudes  and  mechanical  analogies  and  raised  the 
discussion  of  gay  oppression  to  a  qualitatively  higher 
level.  We  recommend  With  Downcast  Gays  to  anyone  for 
whom  simply  being  a  homosexual  is  a  poor  substitute  for 
gay  freedom.  Buy  it,  study  it,  and  by  all  means  go  out 
and  emulate  Hodges  and  Hutter. 

(Available  in  Canada  through  Androgyny  Books  in  Montreal 
and  Glad  Day  Books  in  Toronto   —  see  ads  for  addresses). 


Walter  Bruno 


Different  -  -  cont'd 


and  "Excerpts  from  Teleny,  or  the  Reverse  of  the  Medal") 
the  editor  simply  attributes  to  Wilde  —  despite  ques- 
tionable authenticity. 

It  is  not  a  gay  liberation  anthology  —  nor,  in 
fairness,  was  that  intended;  although  in  counter-fair- 
ness, the  tone  of  the  editor's  introduction  does  not 
even  remotely  suggest  a  gay  sensibility.  Several  stor- 
ies in  fact  strike  me  as  at  best  ambivalent  toward  gay- 
ness.   Beaumont's  "The  Crooked  Man"  portrays  a  homosex- 
ually  controlled  society  as  even  more  heterophobic  than 
ours  is  homophobic:   assuming  an  heuristic  intent,  it 
backfires.  And  Wilma  Shore's  "The  Psychopathology  of 
Everyday  Life"  is  neither  as  obviously  "tongue-in-cheek" 
or  "hilarious"  as  Wright  says. 

Only  two  explicitly  celebrate  homosexuality  ("Tele- 
ny" and  Coleman's  "The  Theban  Warriors"),  a  good  number 
describe  an  aspect  of  gay  life  (e.g.  four  too  many  hust- 
ler stories  by  Phil  Andros),  and  a  quarter  culminate  in 
death  (for  a  change  not  the  homosexual,  in  de Maupassant) 
The  anthology  is  not  wanting,  therefore,  in  thematic  va- 
riety, but  it  is  in  judgement  of  quality. 

This  last  point  could  more  easily  be  evaluated  had 
a  bibliography  been  included,  especially  considering  the 
author's  claim  of  extensive  research;  though  I  realise 
such  is  not  a  common  practice  in  anthologizing,  probably 
owing  to  publishers'  paper  shortages.   Either  that,  or 
the  editor  could  have  dispensed  with  his  irritating  'do- 
it-yourself  afternoon  TV-show  pronouncement:   "Each  one 
has  been  especially  selected  for  your  reading  pleasure. 
It  was  fun  discovering  them,  and  now  thev  are  yours  to 
enjoy." 


Herb  Spiers 
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LES  GARS!   Voi 
Isttre  recue  d'un 
Guy  de  Hontreal    (i 


d«  extraitS  d'une 
nembres, 
16)83): 

*C'est  toujours  fantastique  d'ecrire 
a  Toronto  et  de  recevoir  one  reponse 
dans  un  francais  plus  qu'impeccable 
...Je  me  sens  vraiment  en  conviance 
avec  toi-et  c'est  ce  dont  j'at  le 
plus  besoin.   Je  fais  eonfiance  en 
ton  jugement   ...  Si   tu  me  donnes  ton 
accord  pour  (telle  rencontre),  tu  as 
carte  blanche.  Sinon  j'attendrai  pa- 
tiemment  que  tu  trouves  quelqu'un 
qui    puorra  entrer  dans  mes  gouts  et 


affinites.. 


.  Je  t 


ii.nl  s- 


1  pour  que  tu  fais  pour  mo! 

Et  c'est  comne  ca  que  nous  nous  oc- 
cupons  de  nos  membres  chez    I.S.B.A., 
C.P.   142.  Succursale  Q,  Toronto. 
H4T  2L9. 
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Corr 
Jack 
Ham 

ken.  Muscles  S  Gays:  Attention: 
espendence  Club  S3. 00  yearly. 
Harting,  Bon  15302,  Honolulu, 
ii  96815. 

GAT  CONTACT  CLUB 

For  free  personality  questionnaire, 
write  to  I.S.B.A.,  Box  142,  Station 
0.  Toronto  H4T  2L9.  We  get  like  guys 
together,   no  mismatches,  all  ages 
welcome.   Identity  of  full  members 
disclosed  only  if  you  accept  con- 
tacts proplsed  fron  information  and 
photo  we  send  first.   Hundreds  of 
members  across  Canada.  Membership 
lists  you  can  choose  your  own  con- 
tacts from  available  coast  to  coast. 
Low  rates  for  students,  free  if  you 
are  just  21.  Join  I.S.O.A.  today! 


National  gay  ad  lis1 
the  young  gay  person 
ed  for  teens  and  pr 
copy  254  to  B5J,   Box 
Colo.  80543. 

ing  service  for 
.  Free  ads  plac- 
soners.  Sample 
337,  llilliken. 

KELP  I1AJITE0  -  HEH'S  TAILORING 
An  open-minded  person,  experienced 
in  fabrics,   cutting,  design,   jewing, 
etc  on  a  piece  work  basis.   Pay  to   be 
discussed  S  mutually  agreed  upon 
bhrougii   interview  or  ..oi  respondence. 
llust  b?  able  to  relocate  if  necess- 
ary (British  Columbia).  Room  S  board 
available  &  can  be  included  as  part 
of  remuneration.   Permanent  employ- 
ment.  Dependable  i  reliable  persons 
only.  Write  to  Drawer  113,  e/o  The 
Body  Politic,   Box  7239.  Stn  A.   Tor- 
onto, Ontario  H5!I  1X9. 

HELP  'J.WTEO  CRAFTS 

An  open-minded  person  experienced  in 
leather  work  {garments,   belts,  sai   " 
als,   etc)  cutting,  designing,  stitch- 
ing, studding,   riveting,  dyeing, 
tooling  on  a  piece  work  basis.   Pay 
to  be  discussed  .'.  mutually  agreed 
upon   clirmigh  interview  or  correspon- 
dence. !lust  be  able  to  relocate  if 
necessary  (British  Columbia).   Room  ( 
board  available  ',  can  be  included  a 
part  of  remuneration.  Permanent  em- 
ployment. Dependable  i  reliable  per 
sons  only.   Write  to  Drawer  112,  c/C 
The  BoJy  Politic,  Sox  72B9.  Stn  A. 
Toronto,  Ontario  I15H  1X9. 

Experienced  English  producer/songwri- 
ter (late  twenties)  at  present  with 
rather  stagnant  (Iritish  record  com- 
pany seeks   interesting  position  re- 
cording/television in  Canada. 
Please  can  anyone  genuine  help  me 
get  into  the  industry  over  there? 
Laurie,  23  Sandoim  Close,  Cranford 
Middlese*,  England. 

accommodation 

Roorrmate  plus  wanted  for  comfortable 
condominium  near  Ontario  Science 
Centre.  Must  be  attractive  and  in- 
telligent, male  and  easy  to  get  a- 
long  with.  Rent  negotiable.   Ideal 
for  graduate  student  but  others 
welcome.   Drawer  103,  c/o  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5H  1X9. 


Respon: 
bagetoi 


ible  male  to  share  large  ol 
ith  three  others  in  South  Cab- 
1.  Own  room  plus  shared  ex- 
Ideal   for  student. 


IF  YOU  ARE  ONE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  LISTED  REL0W,  PLEASE  COME 
AND  PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL  AT  193  CARLTON  STREET  IN  TORONTO. 

Bryan  /  Byron  /  John  P.  7   W.  J.  Johnson  /  R.C.  /  D.L. 
(drawer  14)  /  Alaph  (drawer  19)  /  Robert  L.  (drawer  27) 
John  (drawer  38)  /  Curnivan  (drawer  79) 
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STONE  WALLS. .. (from   page    1) 

tiary   in  Laval,   Quebec:    Leclerc  Institute.   On  October 
7,   his   lover  treks  down  from  Toronto  to  visit  hint. 
Guy  has   assured  him  that   "all  the  papers   are  in  order" 
— authorization  has  been  given. 

When  Steven  arrives  at   Leclerc  he  finds   the  door  shut 

to  him:    no  "authorization"  has  arrived  at   the  gate, 

and  the  gate-keeper  isn't  in  the  mood  to  discuss  the 

matter. 

Steven  asks  to  see  the  visitors  card  --  and  finds  that 

all  names  but  his  are  typewritten.  His  is  scribbled  in 

pencil  and  beside  it  the  word  homosexual. 

Seven  months  later,  replying  to  Guy  Roy's  grievance,  the 
warden  writes:  "Directives  concerning  phone  calls,  visits 
and  correspondence  are  applied  in  the  same  manner  for 
all  inmates  without  any  discrimination  or  difference  for 
race,  creed  or  'sexuality'". 


In  November  1973  Guy  is  permitted  to  phone  Toronto  to 
wish  his  lover  happy  birthday.  It  is  to  be  his  last 
phone  call  until  September  of  the  next  year. 

Christmas  comes  and  with  it  another  denial  of  telephone 
rights.  Then  in  January  their  home  in  Toronto  is  bur- 
gled of  belongings  worth  $4,000.  Steve  is  distraught: 
claims  have  to  be  made  on  their  joint  insurance  policy, 
proofs -of -purchase  found,  procedures  followed  together. 

Guy  hae   to  call  Steven. 

Incredibly,  the  authorities  deny  permission. 

In  fact,  recalls  Guy,  his  classification  officer  tells 
him  categorically:  "I  have  received  orders  from  the  Di- 
rector that  under  no  circumstances  am  I  to  permit  you  to 
call  your  friend". 

temporary  poss:  permanent  stall 

As  far  back  as  December  Guy  had  applied  for  a  Temporary 
Pass  to  go  down  to  Toronto  to  see  his  lover.  Nothing  un- 
usual about  that  request,  they're  granted  regularly  to 
inmates  to  "speed  their  reintegration  into  the  communi- 
ty". 

"Code  26"  passes  are  granted  to  inmates  after  a  "commu- 
nity assessment"  is  made  by  officials  of  the  Parole 
Board.  Guy's  community  assesstt -nt  is  duly  compiled—not 
for  the  purposes  of  a  Code  26,  but  for  the  eventual  con- 
sideration of  parole. 

So  for  five  long  months  officials  tell  Guy  that  they 
can't  process  his  application  for  a  pass  until  a  commu- 
nity assessment  is  returned  from  Toronto.  But  the  assess- 
ment they  are  allegedly  waiting  for  is  not  intended  for 
a  Code  26,  nor  have  they  ever  requested  one  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  so,— completing  the  circle  of  bureaucratic 
logic,  they  do  nothing  because  an  assessment  they  have 
never  ordered  is  never  received! 

In  April  the  assessment--  an  interview  with  Steven-- 

turns  up  on  the  desk  of  someone  on  the  National  Parole 

Board. 

Decision:  parole  denied. And  while  they  are  endlessly 

telling  him  to  "submit  it  in  writing"  and  going  through 

the  motions  of  due  process,  Guy  is  the  object  of  a  veiled 

threat. 


rights  trade-off 


He  has  been  attending  Dawson  College  in  Montreal  on 
eight-hour  passes.  Now  the  Director,  replying  to  Guy's 
original  grievance,  waves  the  eight-hour  pass  in  his 
face--  as  an  example  of  Leclerc  granting  Guy  Roy  a  "Tem- 
porary Pass". 

But  an  eight-hour  pass  to  attend  college  is  not  at  all 
a  Code  26.  In  fact,  they  had  assured  him  that  the  issu- 
ance of  the  one  would  not  interfere  with  his  right  to 
the  other. 

Later,  Gavin  Anderson,  Project  Director  of  the  peniten- 
tiary studies  programme  is  to  write  angrily:  "It  dis- 
turbs me  now  to  learn  that  the  Director  of  Leclerc  is 
referring  to  that  [Dawson  pass)  in  his  rebuttal  to  Mr. 
Roy's  grievance  concerning  his  request  ...to  visit  his 
conjugant  in  Toronto,  Such  reference  is. .  .  i  -r-rehensible 


.by  agents  of  the  Peni- 


in  light  of  assurances  given, 
tentiary". 

Illegally,  they  are  telling  Guy  to  trade  his  right  to 
visit  Steven  for  his  right  to  go  to  college! 


postscript 


From  his  cell  at  Leclerc  Guy  Roy  can  almost  see  the  old 

federal  jail  at  St-Vincent-de-Paul.  He  can't  be  faulted 

for  wondering  about  the  old  dictum  about  "equal  justice 
for  all". 

It  was  from  St -Vincent-de-Paul  on  February  20,  1973, 
that  convicted  wife-murderer  Yves  Geoffroy  went  unescor- 
ted to  meet  and  marry  his  ex-mistress.  Touchingly,  the 
newspapers  later  told  us  how  he  wanted  her  children  to 
have  a  father. So   great  is  Geoffroy 's  heterosexual  ar- 
dour, finally  consummated,  that  he  is...  next  seen  flee- 
ing with  her  through  Spain  and  Norway  while  Canadian  e- 
ditorialists  wax  indignant.  They  demand  to  know  how  this 
wife-slayer  got  out  of  jail. 

By  applying  for--  and  receiving--  a  Temporary  Pass.   ■ 
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LETTERS  (from   page    3) 

and  how  this  interre lates  to   create  links  with  the 
with  other  aspects  of  sexual  working  class  as  a  whole, 
oppression,  campaigns  for  e-  the  only  force  capable  of  a- 
qual  rights  and  self-defence  bolishing  capitalism. 
to  dramatize  our  oppression  YQUrs  in  struggle 

"  oppressed  people,   Gay  Comrades  of  the 

Revolutionary  Marxist  Group, 

Toronto. 


to  othe: 

and  to  support  actions 

the  broader  class  struggl 
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...FANTASIES  (from   page    IS) 

AGEISM 

Fear  of  becoming  old  with  the  comforts  of  a  lover  and 
with  reduced  opportunities  for  sexual  liaisons  is  cer- 
tainly common  among  gay  men.  Many  believe  that  there 
is  an  inordinately  high  premium  placed  on  youth  within 
the  gay  subculture.  But  the  fantasies  reported  by  gay 
men  support  this  belief  only  partially. 

In  29  of  50  cases,  the  respondent  mentioned  the  age  (or 
age  range)  of  the  men  in  his  fantasies.   83%  of  these 
fantasies  were  about  men  over  age  18,  although  72%  of 
the  fantasy  partners  were  younger  than  30.   In  the  re- 
maining 21  cases,  the  respondent  did  not  report  any 
age  in  his  fantasies  (although  this  information  was 
specifically  requested).   It  may  be  fair  to  conclude 
that  age  is  unimportant  to  these  men. 

These  findings,  which  appear  to  support  the  supposi- 
tion of  fairly  widespread  ageism,  appear  in  a  differ- 
ent light  when  the  age  of  the  fantasized  partner  is 
compared  with  the  age  of  the  respondent: 

Age  of  men  in  fantasy    Age  of  respondent 
Under  25    Over  2S 

Younger  than  respondent     4%         80% 
Peer  64%         20% 

Older  than  respondent      32%  0 

Thus,  most  gay  men  younger  than  25  fantasize  about 
peers  (64%)  or  older  men(32%),  while  most  older  men 
[80%)  fantasize  about  younger  men.  It  seems  that  the 
ageism  of  the  gay  subculture  is  more  pronounced  in 
the  fantasies  of  older  gay  men  than  younger  men.  This 
finding  further  suggests  that  for  gay  men  who  do  want 
to  settle  down  and  avoid  the  trauma  of  their,  own  age- 
ism, the  mid-twenties  might  be  the  time  of  life  to 
love  the  man  who  is  near. 

SANITY 

"Sanity  is  knowing  the  limits  of  your  fantasies!  Your 
fantasies  are  you  without  any  constraints.   Let  them 
grow  --  put  them  into  action." 
(The  Joke's  Over,  Rat  Studies  #2,  London:  Gay  Prints, 

1973.)      ■ 


(from  page    14) 


PROPOSITION. 


social  weight  and  direct  interest  to  reverse  centuries 
of  oppression,   to  defeat  those  who  seek  to  preserve  it 
and  to  transform  society  as  a  whole.     Like  racism,  anti- 
semltism,  and  sexism  in  general,  anti-gay  prejudices  are 
a  form  of  prejudice  which  serves  to  divide  workers  and 
oppressed  groups  and  fragment  their  unity.     Sexism, 
like  racism,  exists  within  the  working  class.     Gays 
must  begin  to  examine  how  they  can  work  to  overcome  the 
hold 'of  this  ideology  within  the  workers'   movement,  just 
as  they  must  begin  to  examine  how  they  can  help  1n  the 
struggles  of  the  working  class.     The  workers'  movement 
and  expecially  its  political  organizations  must  take 
up  the  struggle  for  human  liberation.     The  news  article 
in  The  Body  Politic  14,  describing  the  attack  of  the 
Chilean  counter-revolution  on  homosexuals  as  part  of 
the  broader  attack  on  the  working  class  and  the  oppres- 
sed,  stands  as  a  clear  illustration  of  why  this  is  true, 
not  only  fn  the  case  of  Chi  lei 


the  tasks  before  us 


1.  Campaigns  for  equal  rights  based  on  militant  action 
and  not  only  on  petitioning  and  lobbying. 

2.  Defence  against  police  and  legal  repression. 

3.  Self-defence  In  alliance  with  the  left  and  the  work- 
ers' movement. 

4.  Support  for  actions  in  the  broader  class  struggle, 
strike  support,  and  participation  of  gay  organizations 
in  international  solidarity  actions,  such  as  that  for 
Chile  in  September. 

5.  Clarification  of  the  nature  of  our  oppression  and  of 
how  to  achieve  our  own  liberation. 
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classifieds 


We  welcome  your  ads.  Pleaee  include  payment  (S<f  per 
word)  with  your  ad.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or 
refuse  any  ad.  You  may  use  the  Body  Politic  mailing 
address  (Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto^  Ontario  MSW  1X9) 
ae  your  return  address;  we  will  hold  replies  for 
pick-up  at  193  Carlton  St  in  Toronto  (no  charge)  or 
forward  them  to  another  address  (Si  charge  per  ad 
per  issue). 


personal 


Young  European  executive.  31.  6'2". 
165  lbs.  good-looking,  living  in  ru- 
ral area  near  Toronto.  I  an  mascul- 
ine, sensitive  and  interested  In 
classical  music  and  theater.  I  like 
sunbathing,  long  talks  and  nature,  t 
seek  a  friend  for  a  long-lasting  re- 
lationship with  sane  interests. 

Young  Englishman  downtown.  Interests 
theatre,  travel,  wishes  to  meet  si- 
milar with  view  to  possible  (not  de- 
finite) permanent  relationship.  Bo* 
1054.  Station  A,  Toronto. 

THREE  OH  FOUR  IS  NO  CROWD: 
Gay  couple  seeks  single  guy  or  coup- 
le for  good  times.  Like  us,  you  are 
25  to  35,  slim,  smooth,  cleanshaven, 
attractive,  versatile,  intelligent; 
enjoy  film,  theatre.  Enclose  photo. 
Box  945,  Station  K,  Toronto. 

Attractive,  Intelligent  professional 
man,  38.  5'8".  145  lbs,  interested 
in  rnu'.ic,  theatre,  movies,  good  con- 
versation and  good  times,  seeks  same 
25-40  for  sincere  friendship.  Photo 
and  phone  m.  please.  Drawer  107. 
c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn 
A,  Toronto.  Ontario  MSW  1X9. 

Travelling  companion  wanted.  Mature 
male  going  to  Algeria.  Any  age, 
straight  looking,  financially  inde- 
pendent. Sexual  compatibility  not 
required.  Drawer  102,  c/o  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  Toronto. 
Ontario  M51I  1X9. 

Hale.  39.   S'll",  180  lbs,   invites  re- 
plies from  husky  active  gays  25-45 
with  average  or  better  endowment  and 
Strong  preference  for  Greek  art. 
Write  Drawer  101.  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 

Seeking  honest,  discreet,  straight 
acting,  perhaps  shy,  lonely,  "dif- 
ferent" (no  bar,  bath,  one-nighters} 
young  man  to  settle  down  with  per- 
manently.  Looks,  endowment  relat- 
ively  unimportant. 
I'm  understanding,   tolerant,  depen- 
dable, masculine:  39,  6'2",  195  lbs. 
Inexperienced,  but  interested  in 
body  building,  rally  driving,  dog 
breeding,  plus  numerous  other  inte- 
rests.  Would  consider  relocating 
anywhere  in  Canada.  Hoi  6604,  Stn 
r  .  Toronto.   Photo  appreciated. 

Hhite  male,  25.  5'8",  140  lbs.  brown 
hair,  medium  build,   considered  very 
attractive  would  like   to  meet  a 
warm,  masculine  person  aged  24-30 
for  a   relationship  that  could  be- 
come permanent.  Am  not  a  barfly  but 
do  enjoy  a  might  out  occasionally. 
Like  very  much  to  m<>et  a  university 
educated  man  with  interests  that  ex- 
tend beyond  man-hunting.   You  must  be 
slim  to  medium  build,  average  to  goo) 
looking  and  able  to  enjoy  a  quiet 
evening  at  home.  Will  accept  all   re- 
plies accompanied  by  a  picture  and 
a  phone  number.  Sam,  c/o  The  Body 
Politic.  P0  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto 
Ontario,  H5W  1X9. 

Submissive  gay.   interested  in  S/M, 
seeks  dominant,  muscular,   relent- 
lessly aggressive  partner.  An  inex- 
perienced and  will   require  training. 
Any  age.   Preferably  handsome.   I  am 
47  but   look  and  feel    37.    Small    trim 
build,   l.'ell-educated.   ifc-fte  in  de- 
tail, enclose  phone  number,  photo  if 
possible.   Drawer  88,  c/o  Body  Poli- 
tic. Rox  7209,  Stn  A,  Toronto.  On- 
tario H5H  1X9. 


I  am  a  quiet,  clean,  masculine,  gay 
-    male,    late   39's,  medium  huild.   fair- 
ly attractive.  Mainly  serious  inter- 
ests:  books,   films,   etc.    Hon-smoker, 
light  drinker,   not   interested  in 
bars,  baths,  drugs,  etc.   I  would 
like  to  neet  same  to  share  quiet 
times.   Please  reply  to  Drawer  86. 
C/O  Body  Politic,    Box   7289.  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  H5U  1X9. 

1  would  like  to  visit  Toronto  at  the 
end  of  the  Sumner.  I  am  31  years  old. 
I  work  on  a  truck,  S'B",  165  pounds, 
black  hair,  very  masculine,  would 
like  to  meet  a  construction  worker 
or  a  farmer,  I  am  very  honest.  I  can 
send  a  photo  if  vou  like.  A.  La  Joie, 
Box  505,  Quebec  Hauteville.  Quebec  4, 
PQ     G1R  4R8. 

Masculine,  good-looking,  well    built 
9uy,   32.  5'11".   175  lbs.  would  like 
to  service  orally.    Clean  and  dis- 
creet. Drawer  84,  c/o  Body  Politic. 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto.  Ontario 
MSI/  1X9. 

MICHIGAN  GAY 

Quiet,  friendly,  gay  --  I'm  28.  5' 
11".  blond,  155  lbs,  usually  French 
active/Greek  passive.  Hell  educated, 
travelled.  Sincere  and  open  to  many 
scenes.  Jean,  Box  31,  East  Lansing, 
Michigan  48823  USA. 

GAY  BIKERS 

Light  motorcycle  enthusiast,  Toron- 
tonian,   29  and  attractive,  seeks 
other  bikers  for  friendship  and  pos- 
sibly more.    I    like  highway  riding, 
camping  out.   I  have  toured  much  of 
the  USA,  part  of  Canada,  on  a  Suzuki 
250  bike.  Write  Gay  Biker.  Drawer  66, 
c/o  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A, 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 

Ill  SHOW  BUSINESS? 

Tall,  good-looking,  masculine,  37. 
working   in  films  and  TV.  Success- 
ful and  satisfied,  but  new  to  Toron- 
to scene.   Looking  for  young  compan- 
ion under  25,  also  in  show  business. 
Occasional  meetings  and  friendship, 
but  nn  permanent  cowitnent  because 
of  tfenands  of  work,  Fnjoy  dining, 
dancing,  movies  and  would  welcome 
company.  Sincere  and  discreet.   If  you 
like  sound  of  this  arrangement  and 
can  send  photo,  please  write:  llox 
400,  Station  J,  Toronto  r«J  4Y8. 


Gay  Male  39.  Likes  movies.  m« 
sports  etc.  Looking  for  sine* 
friendship,  someone  to  chum  around 
with,  bi's.gays,  narrieds.  Please 
write  if  you're  finding  it  hard  bo 
find  a  close  friend.  Stan,  Drawer 
96.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7239, 
5tn  A,   Toronto,  Ontario.  H5M  1X9. 

Cancer  male,   24,   S'8",   ISO  lbs, 
seeks  affectionate  partner  to  30  for 
possible  permanent  relationship. 
Mustache  desirable.   Sincerity  es- 
sential.  Versatile.   Lover  must  he 
also.   Photo  appreciated.   Write  Birry, 
Drawer  95,  c/o  Body  Politic,  Box 
7289.  Stn  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  H5W 
1X9. 

Bisexual,  white,   businessman.  47, 
5/9,  165,  good  education,  excellent 
physical    shape,   interested  in  meet- 
ing/corresponding with  gay/bl   blacks 
with  similar  backgrounds. 

28'S  man,  unmarried.    Italian,   living 
In  Milan,    holding  managerial    position 
1n  big  concern,  speaking  English, 
French,  German,  Spanish,  would  con- 
tact gay  friends  travelling  through 
Italy.  Only  masculine,  40/60  years. 
If  really  good  opportunity  and  right 
person,  ready  to  move  and  work  USA, 
Canada.   Only  serious  contacts.  Please 
wrtte  to:  Carta   Identita,  No.  39.784. 
350,    Fermo  Posta  Cordusio.   20100  Hi- 
lano,   Italy. 

I  am  looking  for  a  bald,  rugged  28- 
48  year  old  man  to  spend  a  love/ 
lifetime  with.   I  am  23,  5'   11   1/2", 
155  lb  blond,  considered  exotic,   in- 
telligent, creative  and  sincere.   I  am 
tired  of  searching  in  the  decay  so  if 
you  are  also  sincere  we  can  try  be- 
cause we  could  be  so  good  together. 
Send  letter/photo   to   Drawer  90,  c/o 
Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Tor- 
onto, Ontario  MSW  1X9. 

Steve  Fuller,  758  S.  Ardmore  Av.  Los 
Angeles.  90005,  USA.  I  buy  photos  of 
nude  teenage  boys  and  men  ages  16  to 
29.  I  want  to  acquire  the  names  and 
addresses  of  gay  newspapers  that  ac- 
cept classified  advertising.  I  am 
also  interested  in  male  pen-pal 
clubs.  Calif.   90005, 

Gay  male  starting  country  music  club 
only,   for  anyone,  bi's,  gays,  manr- 
ieds,  who  are  really  interested  in 
country  music  for  get-togethers,    jam 
sessions,   trips,  activities  related 
to  country  music.    I  have  a  huge  col- 
lection of  country  records,  so  here's 
a  chance  to  get  to  know  each  other  & 
enjoy  country  music  together.   Coun- 
try, Drawer  87,  c/o  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto.  !15W  1X9. 


publications 


Gay  and  Feminist  Literature  Resource 
list  free!  Valuable  guide  <n  obtain- 
ing books,  oamphlets,  et>r.  Write: 
Southern  Gay  Liberator,  PO  Box  2118. 
Boca  Raton,  Florida  33432.  Self-ad- 
dressed and  STAMPED  envelope  a  oust. 
Bookstores:  Sond  most  recent  catalog 
and  get  listed  on  our  third  lit  list 
FREE. 


"STRAIGHT  TO  HELL" 

The  Neil  York  Review  of  C g. 

Wild,  neat.  lean,  and  mean.  Treats 
"Straights"  as  they  do  us.  Revenge 
therapy,  consolation,  inspiration, 
true  -eaders'  tales,  ads,  art. 
Trial  subscription,  3  issues  $1  cash 
(Canadian  OK).  Box  932.  Radio  City 
Station,  Hew  York  City  10019. 

EKEHEIItALITt  describes  the  groovi- 
est enema  publication,  and  only  one, 
classified  ads,  products,  -stimulating 
articles.   Send  $1    for   info  B  order 
form.   F  &  R  Ent.,  P0B  12,  nopt  EBP 
Mad.   Sq.      Sta..   NYC  10010. 


GAY  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
advertise  in  our  publication.  Free 
advertisement  &  sample  issue.  State 
age  A  siqn.  Send  SI  for  handling  to 
F  &  R  ent..  P0B  32,  OEPT-ECBP,  Had. 
Sq.  Sta.,  HYC  10010. 


services 


VISITlflG  VANCOUVER??? 
HAVE  A  CAY  STAY  Transient  Housing 
and  Gay  Information  Service  will 
find  you  a  nice  place  to  stay  for 
SI .00  a  day  and  we'll  guide  you  to 
the  night  spots  for  nuthin'/  For 
more  information  send  $1.00  to 
HAVE  A  GAY  STAY,  33-  1148  Thurlow 
St.,  Vancouver,   BC,  V6E  1X3  or 
call   (604)  681-B413.  Ue  are  a 
non-profit  organisation. 


women 


jprmg  lias  sprung  and   1  want  to  en-  - 
joy   i  i.  with  someone  really  nice.   Sun- 
bathing on  private  beaches,  water- 
skiing,  walks  in  the  country,  week- 
end travel,  flying,  shows,  quiet 
moments  etc.    I  don't  like  bars  and 
baths  and  would  appreciate  one  who 
feels  same.    I'm  29,   175  lbs.  medium 
build,  successful,  considered  good- 
looking,  you  must  be  slim  to  slim- 
medium  huild,  average  to  good-look- 
ing, masculine  (no  femmes),  age  to 
32.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  re- 
quired.   Write  John,   Box   191,   Stn  A, 
Willowdale,  Ontario. 

New  in  Toronto,  25,  5'8",  140  lbs, 
very  cute.  I'd  like  to  meet  good- 
looking  gays,  18-24,  who  are  slim, 

small   and  smooth.   Long  hair  and  ferns 
welcome.  No  beards,  moustaches, 
drugs.    I  dig  fun  times,  photography, 
travel   and  groovy  people.   Send  photo 
and  phone  for  fast  reply.   I'll  also 
exchange  photos  and  correspond  with 
out-of-town  gays,  and  do  some  model- 
ling.   If  you're  young  and  good-look- 
ing, we'll   have  fun  together: 
Write  Donny,   Drawer  97,  fc/o  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7239,   Stn  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5U  1X9. 


THE  GIRL'S  GUIDE-  1974  --  Over  700 
listings  in  more  than  20  countries — 
the  irternational   bar  guide/direc- 
tory for  gay  women.  Send  $5  only  to: 
The  Girl's  Guide,   115  Hew  Montgomery 
St,  San  Francisco,  Cal.   94105.  Ho 
callers,  please. 

Lonely,   sincere,  tall,  heavy  built 
gay  guy,  straight  appearance.  Is 
looking  for  true  companionship  with 
attractive,   feminine,  gay  girl    (24- 
32).   !!o  butch  types.   Snapshot  guar- 
antees prompt  reply.  Write  Brian, 
Drawer  100,  c/o  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289,  Stn  A.  Toronto.  Ontario 
MSW  1X9. 


prisoners 


PEN  PAL  WANTED  by  gay  prisoner. 
Write  James  Helton  B37137,   Box  600, 
Tracy.  California  95376  USA. 

GAY  PRISONER  wants  to  correspond. 
Write  Bobby  A  Bryant  *024399,  P0  Bo. 
747,  Starke,  Florida  32091,  USA. 


Quality  Confidential   Film  Proces- 
sing.  Kodacolor  Oeveloped  and  Prin- 
ted.  12  Ex.-J3.90,  20  Ex.-S5.90.  Ek- 
tachromu  slides  20  Ex. -52,   36  Ex. -S3. 
8  rrrn  Movies-  Sfl.   Polaroid  copies. 
Spectra,    Bn<    258Qp,   Syracuse,  N 
13201. 

WHERE  HAVE  ALL  THOSE  WONDERFUL  I.S. 
B.A.   MEMBERS  GONE? 
Well,  they  probably  haven't  gone 
anyuhere  in  particular  (except  for 
the  ones  that  are  spending  vacations 
together),   so  you'll    find  them  where 
they  were  to  start  with.   In  places 

Amherstburg,   Antigonlsh,  Arkansas, 
Armdale  (HS),  Belleville.  Blenheim 
(Unt.),  Bowmanwille.  Brantford.  Bur- 
lington, Burnaby,  Clagary,  Califor- 
nia, Charlottetown,  Clair  (NB), 
Coalhurst,  Courtenay,  Cowansville, 
Cranbrook.  Dartmouth,  Detroit,  Ed- 
monton, Elliot  Lake,  Florida,  Fort 
St.  James.  Glat,  Gaspe.  Georgia. 
Garibaldi  Highlands,   Guelph,   Hamil- 
ton, Hanmer,  Hanna  (Alta),  Hawaii, 
Indiana,   Inuvik,  Kamloops,  Kenora, 
Kelowna,  Kitchener,  Lennoxvllle, 
Massachusetts,  Medicien  Hat,  Mich- 
igan, Minnesota.  Montreal. 


And  having  got  10  Montreal   where  we' 
ve  got  so  many  members  that  they're 
probably  falling  over  one  another  In 
the  street,  not  cruising  mind  you 
but  rushing  off  to  all   the  meetings 
we  arrange  for  then,  having  got  to 
Montreal   ...  well,  we'll  caryy  on 
maybe  in  the  next  issue. 
The  only  places  where  you  won't  find 
I.S.B.A.  members  in  fact  are  in  the 
court-rooms,  and   in  the  clinics  get- 
ting rid  of  spriochaetes.  We're  put- 
ting the  judges  and  the  microbes 
right  out  of  business!  Not  to  men- 
tion a  few  sleazy  bars. 
For  information,  write  I.S.B.A.,  Box 
142.  Station  Q.  Toronto,  IMT  2L9. 
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TILE   BODY   POLITIC 


the 

CLUB 

366-2859 


231  Mutual  St. 
Toronto 


, 


•DAYTIME  SPECIAL 

ROOMS  $2.50 

LOCKERS  $1 .00 
MON-FRI   8a«l-4p» 
(except  Wed  8am-2pm} 

•BUDDY  NIGHTS 

TUESDAYS  AND  THURSDAYS 
A  FREE  LOCKER  FOR  YOUR 
FRIEND  WHEN  YOU  TAKE  A 
ROOM  OR  A  LOCKER. 

•YOUTH  NIGHT 
MONDAYS 

25  YEARS  OR  UNDER 
$2.50  OFF  A  ROOM 
OR  $1 .00  OFF  A  LOCKER 

•MOVIES 

WEDNESDAY  NIGHTS 


•ANY  DAY  OR  NIGHT 

A  CLEAN  BATH  WITH  FRIENDLY  STAFF 
PRIVATE  ROOMS  AND  LOCKERS 
SAUNA  AND  WHIRL  POOL 
RESTAURANT 
TV  LOUNGE 


The  Club  Bath  Chain 


STOP  PRESS  OPPORTUNITIES ! 

YOUR  KEY  TO  SUCCESS 


DON'T  DELAY  -  ACT  TODAY.  EARN  MONEY  AT  HOME! 
A  nice  thought.  But  is  it  possible??  Yes,  it  is!  Many 
thousands  of  people  do  just  that.  You  run  the  entire 
business  from  the  comfort  of  your  home,  exclusively 
by  mail.  Send  $2.50.  We  will  send  your  completed  ap- 
plication and  full   details  on    EARN   HONEY   AT   HOME. 


ATTENTION    GUYS!    WORKING    HOLIDAYS    AND    FREE    TRA- 
VEL   HOME    S   ABROAD.    $5.00 


ACTION    FELLOWS!    WHY    MAKE    YOUR   80SS    RICH?? 
When  there  are  115  ways  to  be  your  own  boss.     $5.50 


HI,    FELLOWS!    A    GREAT    BIG    GAY    INTERNATIONAL 

MAGAZINE    FOR    MALES    ONLY! 

+  A  free  20-word  advertisement  in  our  next  issue.   $4.00 


4* 


o* 


o* 


& 


ALL    FOUR   ABOVE    FOR    JUST    $15.00!!     Make  cheques 
payable  to  TARA  ENTERPRISES 

c/o  The  Body  Politic 

P.O.  Box  7289 

Station  A 

TORONTO,  Ont. 

CANADA  M5W  1X9 


Have  to  move? 

Hate  the  fuss? 


call  AVA 

251-3293 


flat  rates 
fast  service 
7  days  a  week 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto 


Worship   Services 

Sundays  at   8  p.m. 
Holy  Trinity  Church 
10  Trinity  Square 


Trinity  Square 

Toronto 

364-9799 


Teaching  God's  Love  for  You 


Why  Boycott  Grapes 
and  Head  Lettuce? 


Because  the  life  expectancy  of  a 
farmworker  is  only  49  years  .  .  . 
49  years  of  working  in  the  fields  to 
put  food  on  your  tabic. 

Support  the  United  Farmworkers  Union  (AFL-CIO) 
4101  -23rd  Siitti.  S«n  Francueo.  OWwriii  911 11       US/863   


gay  liberation  journal 


BE  A   RAT. 


DON'T  SUBSCRIBE 
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Please  send  me> 


name: 


address: 


enclosed  find 


6  issues  -  regular  subscription*  Q  $2.25  d$3.00   (U.S.) 


6  issues  -  first  class 
6  issues   -  air  mail   (overseas) 
back  issues  1   to  14 

single  back  issues 


Q  $3.25  U$4.00   (U.S.) 

D  $4.00 

a  $5.50  O$S.50   (U.S.) 

a  $  .40  n$  .so  (u.s.) 


*regular  subscriptions  are  sent  2nd  class t 
and  have   "The  Body  Politic"  on  the  outside. 


